File inserted into Admin. Code 7-1-2016. May not be current beginning 1 month after insert date. For current adm. code see:
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code
105 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND RAMILIES DCF 56.02

Chapter DCF 56
FOSTER HOME CARE FOR CHILDREN

DCF56.01 Authority and purpose. DCF 56.13 Foster home level of care certification.
DCF 56.02 Applicability. DCF 56.14  Foster parent training.

DCF 56.03  Definitions. DCF 56.15 Supervising agency

DCF 56.04  Applying for a license. DCF 56.16 Licensing agency responsibilities.

DCF 56.05 Licensee qualifications. DCF 56.17  Child’s treatment team for Levels 3 to 5.
DCF 56.055 Background checks. DCF 56.18 Agency contact with foster parent.

DCF 56.06  Serious incident reporting. DCF 56.19  Agency contact with foster child.

DCF 56.07 Physical environment. DCF 56.20 Evaluation of Level 3 to 5.

DCF 56.08 Safety. DCF 56.21 Respite care for foster parents.

DCF 56.09 Care of foster children. DCF 56.22 Assessment of needs and strengths.
DCF 56.10 Hearing. DCF 56.23  Supplementalpayments, exceptional payments, initielbthing
DCF 56.12 Foster parent handbook. allowanceand retainer fee.

Note: Sections PW-CY 40.60 to 40.65 as they existed on March 31, 1983 were 2. An applicant or licensee Wanting an exception to a nenstat

repealecand a new chapter HSS 56 was creatied@fe April 1, 1983.Chapter HSS i i i i i
56 as it existed on February 28, 2002, was repemtelda new chapter HFS 56 was utory requirement in this chapter that the licensing agency has

createdRegister February 2002 No. 554ieefive March 1, 2002. Chapter HFS 56 authorityto grant shalsubmit a written request to the licensing
wasrenumbered to chapter DCF 56 under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register Nov@@encystatingthe specific provision of this chapter for which an
ber2008 No. 635. exceptionis requested, the justification for the requestecep
tion and an explanation of any alternative provision planned to
DCF 56.01 Authority and purpose. (1) This chapteris meetthe intent of the requirement.
promulgatedunder the authority of ss. 48.62, 48.64 (4), and 48.67, 3. Any exception granted under subd. 2. ot fiay shall be
Stats. to establish licensing requirements for foster homes aggecificallycited on the license and shall be ifeef only as long
fosterparents directed at protecting the health and safety and pigthe conditions under which the exception was granted remain
moting the welfare of children placdd the homes; to establish but no longer than gearsfrom the date on which the exception
afair hearingprocedure for foster parents; to establish requirg granted or the date the license terminates, whicheseurs
mentsfor certification of a foster home with a level of care anfrst, by which time the licensing agency shall determirthéfe
requirementgor assessment ofchild’s needs and strengths; ands continued justification for the exception. In addition, the licens
to establish criteria fomaking supplemental and exceptional-paying agency may impose conditions to be met within a specified
mentsto foster parents. periodof time by thdicensee as an alternative to compliance with
(2) A license to operate a foster home does not entitle tHe requirement for which an exception has been granted.

holderto placements of children wineed foster care since place  (b) Department exceptions panel. An applicant or licensee
mentdecisions are basash a variety of factors, including the wantingan exception to a nonstatutory requirenieithis chapter
compatibility of what a specific child needs with whaparticular thatthe licensing agenayay not grant may ask the department
fosterparent can dér. exceptiongpanelto grant the exception, with the approval of the

Note:l_ Pukilicilijc?:ierggtﬁgee‘rr;ciefe%;t; r:fqugggrt% };rtc)l\qlide a fgitcer,hﬂgolicenseﬁtsensingagency A request for an exception under this paragraph

n icant wi | I I W H H H
zvgfgquierled to place chiIdrenC\]/\L/lith a Iicesngee simply bmt?e of){hz fact that th%ha” be In.ertmg ona form prescnbe“d by th.e department.l
havea foster home to license. Note: Copiesof the Departmerg’request form, “Application to DCF Exceptions

History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8F1-02; EmR0937: Eanglf'ct).r E)ﬁep}i}on totCh.r;D’CFbSE'St," Ciﬂg‘?/%’t?ined from the I/icgyrsing/fag?niy or
emerg.am. (1), ef 1-1-10; CR 10-021: am. (Register September 2010 No. 657, 2 Visiting the Departmers website atntip://dct.wisconsin.govichildren/ioster

eff. 10-1-10; EmR1050; engram. (1), df 1-1-11; CR 10-148: am. (IRegister orms/formsINDX.htm.

August2011 No. 668, &f 9-1-11. 2. Any requestinder subd. 1. shall include all of the following
information:

DCF 56.02 Applicability. (1) ToWHOM THE RULESAPPLY. a. The name of the applicant or licensee.
This chapte gpplies © dl persors poposirg o provide a who ae b. The address of the applicant or licensee.
providingfoste care for children in a bster home and to hedepart- c. The citation for the specific requirement for which an
ment;county agencies tnde s 46.215 46.22 or 46.23 Sats; and  exceptionis requested.
licensedprivate child—placirg agencies. d. The rationale for the request.

(2) EXCEPTION TO A REQUIREMENT. (a) Licensing agency e. An explanation of any alternative provision planned to
authority. 1. A licensing agency may grant an exception to arfji€etthe intent of the requirement. '
requirementn this chapter if the licensing agency determihes f. The signature of the applicant or licensee and the date on
the exceptionwill not jeopardize the health, safety or welfare ofvhich the applicant or licensee signed the request.
thefoster children, except that the licensing agency magnait 3. The applicant or licensee shall submit the completed

anexception to any of the following requirements: ss. DCF 56.0&questform to the licensing agency

1),2),4 (@1.,2,5.,5m.,8.,0r9.or(b) 2, (6), (7) or (8),56.05 4. The licensing agency'authorized representative shall, in
(1) (@), (b)1.b.,2.b.,d.,org., (c) 1. b, c.,d., ehgi,j, k., L, thespace provided on the request form, indicate whether he or she
m.,n., or 2., (d), (), or (3) (a), 56.06, 56.07 (3) (a), (4) (b), (c), (8yupportsor does not support the exception request or supports
), (), or(h), (5) (a), (6), or (10) (a), 56.08 (1), (2), (3), (4), (5)somealternative to the request, shall justify that position and shall
(6)(c) 1., 2., 3.0r4. a, (7) (a) 3., (8) (a},(c), (10), or (L0Om), signand date the request form.

56.09(1), (1g), (Im) (a) to (e), (2) (c), (3), (4) (c), (d) or (dm), (5), 5. If the licensing agency approves the request or some alter
(9), (10), or (12) (a), (c) or (d), 56.12, 56.13 (1), (2), (3), (4) (a) Inativeto the request, the licensing agency shall submit the com
2.,0r (b), (5) (a), (b) 1. or 2., (c), (6) (a), (b) 1. or 2., (c), (7), (8pletedrequest form to the department within 10 working days
56.14(1), (2), (3), (4)(5), (6), (6d), (6h), (6p), (61), (7), (7€), (7mM),afterthe agency receipt of the request forfrom the applicant
(7s),(8) (a) or (b) 3., 56.15, 56.166.18, 56.19, 56.21 (2), 56.22,0r licensee. The licensing agency shall not submit to the depart
or 56.23. mentany request that it does not support.
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6. a. The department exceptions panel shall, in writing, indi (5) “Child” means a person wi®under 21 years of age who
cateits approval or disapproval of the request within 10 working placed in a foster home under juvenile court jurisdiction, other
days after the department receives the request form from tbeurtorder or an agreement.
licensingagencyand has all the information required to make its (6) “Completebathroom” means a bathroom withleast one
decision. toilet, one sink, and one tub or shower

b. Notwithstanding subd. 6. a., the department exceptions(6m) “Counselor’'means a person licensed or certifiedier
panelshall, in writing, indicate its approval or disapproval of agh. 457, Stats., and ch. MPSW 3, @, 12, or 17.
applicationfor certification to operate a Level 5 foster home under (7) “County agency” means a county department of seeial
s.DCF 56.13 (7) (a) within 45 working days after the departmejicesunder s. 46.215 or 46.22, Stats., or a county department of
receives the application from the licensing agency and has all fignanservices under s. 46.23, Stats.
informationrequired to make its decision. _ (8) “Dangerousweapon” means any firearm, any device

7. a. The department exceptions pasfielll consist of at least gesignedas a weapon and capable of producing death or great
3 persons who collectively are knowledgeable about the fosig{dily harm, any electric device designed to immobilize or-inca
careprogram, licensing practices and any special needbibf pacitatepersons by the use efectric current, any spray device
drenwho may be served by the applicant for an exception.  designedto immobilize or incapacitate persons by the use of

b. The chairperson of the panel shall be designated by #teemicalsor other liquids or gases or any otlewvice or instru
director of the departmers’bureau of permanence and out-mentthat is calculated or likely to produce death or great bodily

of-homecare. harm.
c. Thepanel chairperson shall designate the remaining-mem (9) “Department”means the W¥consin department of chil
bersof the panel. drenand families.

(c) Non-safety-elated waiver for elatives. The licensing (10) “Departmentexceptions panel” or “exceptions panel”
agencyor the department exceptions pamely grant a waiver to meansthe group authorized tgrant exceptions under s. DCF
thefollowing non—safety-relategequirements for the relative of 56.02(2) to nonstatutory requirements of this chapter
a child without an alternative provision to meet the intent of the (10m) “Emergencycare” means care provided for a foster

requirement: child on the basis of 24-hour availabiliipcluding crisis inter
1. The licensing agency may grant a waiver to any requineentionservices and emgency placements.
mentin s. DCF 56.04 (4) (a) 7., 56.05 (4), 56.07 (2), (4) (a) 1. or (11) “Exit” has the meaning prescribed in s. SPS 3228y
4., (d), (),(k), (L), (7), or (8), or 56.09 (4) (9) 1., (), (7), (8), o  (11m) “Family” meansthe birth parents, adoptive parents,
(10) (b), (c), (d), (e), or (f). relativesof the child, and other individuals who were permanently
2. The department exceptions panel may grant a waiver to dimhg with the child before the chilslplacement in out-of-home
requiremenin s. DCF 56.04 (4) (a) 2. or 56.07 (4) (b) or (6) (b)care.

A request for a waiver shall follow the same procedsrarequest  (11s) “Final substantiated finding” means all of the follow
for an exception under pdb), except an explanation of an alterjng:

nalj!;’tgrl;_”dg; Qé"_ré?(),.%', :égitgoéersgaﬂ;rigéz No. 5541 61-1-02: CR (a) A final determination made after January 1, 2015, that a
03-033:am. 2) (a) 1. Régister December 2003 BIt6, ef. i—1—04; correction in personhas abused or neQI_eCIEd a child unde_r S. _48-981 (3) (C) sm.,
(2) (@) 1. made undes. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2008 No. 63§tats.,and s. DCF 40.04 if the final determination has not been

EmR0937:emeg. am. (2) (a) 1., (b) 5., 67, b., cr(2) (c), ef. 1-1-10; CR 10-021: reversedr modified on appeal.
am. (2) (a) 1., (b) 5., 6., 7. b.,.cf2) (c) Register September 2010 No. 657, ef L
10-1-10£mR1050: emey. am.(1), (2) (a) 1., () 1., &f1—1-11; CR 10-148: am. (b) A determination made before January 1, 2015, thatson

1), (2 (@) 1., (c) 1., renum. (2) (b)®.be (2) (b) 6. a., cf2) (b) 6. b. Register August hasabused or neglected a child under s. 48.981c(34., 201
2011No. 668, ef 9-1-1L. Stats. if the determination has not been reversed or modified on
L . appeal.
DCF 56.03 Definitions. In this chapter: ~ Note: The date in a statutory citation means that watattedition of the statutes
(1) “Aftercare plan” means a plan for transition services for & Which that provision appears. . _
child thatidentifies services that will be provided after the child’ (12) “Fostercare” means care and maintenance provided to

dischargerom a foster home to ensure continuity in the managehild in a foster home pursuant to a court ordefuntary place
mentof the childs needs. mentagreement, or voluntary transition—-to—-independent-living

; : . reement.
(1g) “Algorithm” means a composite score based on iterR . _— . .
demonstratedo be relevant to decision making on a particular (13) “Fosterchild” means a child placed for care and mainte
topic such as level of need or service provision. nancein a foster home by the department, a county agency

(1r) “Applicant” means a person who applies for a license Ensedprivate child—placing agency or a court by court grder

; |untary placement agreement, or voluntary transition—-to—~inde
operatea foster home, for renewal of a license to operate a fos ndent—livingagreement.

homeor for modification of a license to operate a foster home: (14) “Fosterhome” means any facility operated by a person
(2) “Basement’hasthe meaning prescribed in s. SPS 320.0f;ensedunder s. 48.62 (1), Stats.

(8), namely that level below the first or ground floor level with its (15) “Fosterparent” means a persoith primary responsi

entlreﬂ“oor pelow_exﬂ dischage grade”. _bility for the care andupervision of one or more foster children
(3) “Basic maintenance payment” means a payment to-reifiacedin his or her foster home and in whose name the foster
bursea foster parent for theost of a foster child'food, clothing, homeis licensed under this chapter
housing,basic transport_atlon, and perspnal items, as follows: (15m) “Group home” means a facility operated by a person
(a) For care and maintenance provided for a child of any ageensedby the department to provide 24-hour care and mainte
by a Level 1 foster home, $220. nancefor 5 to 8 children under s. 48.625, Stats.
(b) For care and maintenance provided by a foster home tha{16) “Guardian” meanshe person or agency appointed by a
is certified to provide care atlavel of care that is higher thancourtto make major decisionsfefting a child which may include
Level 1 care, an age-related foster care payment established lyoasento marriage, to enlistment in the armed forces and to major

48.62(4), Stats. surgery.
(4) “Caseplan” means the service plan for the child and-fam (17) “Hazardous machinery and equipment” means any
ily, of which the permanency plan is a part. machineor other equipment generally known to be dangerous to
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untrained or unskilled operators or to operators who for any otfzeenot limited to hitting, slapping, spanking, punching, shaking,
reasonare physically or mentallynable to operate the equipmenkicking, biting or washing out a chils’'mouth with soap.

safely,including a motor vehicle, power lawn mowgactoror (32) “Physician” means a person licensed to practice medi
otherfarmmachiney or equipment show blower, chain saw, pow-  cine or osteopathy under ch. 448, Stats.

er—drivenshop ol, snowmobile dl-terrain vehicle and any cther (33) “Physicianassistant” means a person certified urudher
machineryor equipmert determinel by the ficensirg o supervising 448, Stats., to perform patient services under the supervision and
agencyto be wnsat for a particula foste child to gperate. directionof a physician.

~ (18) “HealthCheckprogram” means a standardizedkven (33m) “Placingagency” means a licensed privateld—plac

tive health check—up program for anyone under theo&@& who  jnq'agency; county department with powers and duties sgler
hasa valid Wsconsin medical assistance card. 48.57and 938.57, Stats.; the department; thecdhsin depast

Note: A HealthCheck includes head—-to-tphysical examination, immuniza ; . ; ;

tions, laboratory tests, eye exam, growth and developoteruk, hearing check, ment of correctlons_, or a licensed .Chlld .We”are agency from

mouthexam, nutrition check, health information, special teen-age health educafnotherstate authorized to place children in foster homes.

andteen pregnancy services. _ (34) “Premises”’means the foster home and the tract of land
(19) “Home-basedprivate educational program” meaas onwhich it is situated, including all other buildings and structures

programof educational instruction provided to a child by then that land.

child's parent or guardian or by a person designated by the parenia4q) “Program manager’ means théoster parent and

or guardian. An instruction program provided to more than of\eenseeof a Level 5 foster home.

family unit does not constitute a home—-based private educational 34h) “Programstaf’ means stdfin a Level 5 foster home

progranl. ., . who are responsible for daily supervision of the children and
(20) “Householdmember” means any person living in a fostegjirect care to the children to ensure their safety and well-being.
home,whether or not related to the licensee. (34p) “Residentialcare center for children and youth” means
(21) “Legal custodian” means the person or agency to whogyesidential facility licensed as a child welfagency under s.
acourt has transferredaild’s legal custody and who thereby hagg 60, Stats. and ch. DCF 52 that provides treatment and eusto
theright and duty to protect, train and discipline the child @®nd gia| services for children under 21 years of age.
providefor the childs care and needsLegal custody” has the (34t) “Respite care” means the services or egecy care
meaningprescribed in s. 48.02 (12), Stats. _ providedto a foster child during a planned absence ofdbter
(21g) “Level of care” means the intensity of services that isarentfor more than 48 hours or whére licensing, supervising,
bestable to meet the needs of a child who has been assessed @wfﬂacing agency pays for the service or care.
acorresponding level of need. _ _ (35) “Responsiblecare provider” means a person the foster
_(21r) “Level of need” means a rating of a child timtised to parentbelieves has the abilitgnd maturity to care for a foster
inform decision making on placement and service provision. Tgﬁild for the time that the fostehild will be in that persog’care.
level of need is derived from an algorithm that is based on an (35m) “Severeemotional disturbance” means an emotional
assessmentf a childs functioning. disability that has persisted for at le@stnonths and is expected
(22) “Licensed private child-placing agency” means arto persist for a year or longeA severely emotionallgisturbed
agencylicensed by the department under s. 48.60, Stats., andgliild may experience psychotic symptoms, be a suicide risk, or
DCF 54 to license a person to operate a foster home and to piaeg cause personal injury significant property damage or will
childrenin foster homes and other out-of-home care facilitieshavefunctional impairment in at least 2 areas, includiali-care,
(23) “Licensee” means the fostgrarent or foster parents in community participation, social relationships, family relation
whosename or names a foster home is licensed under this chambips,and sch.ool. A severely emotionally dis;urbed chilq will be
(24) “Licensing agency” means the department, a countyeceivingservices from 2 or more social services agencies. The

agencyor a licensed private child—placing agency that may iss§g0tionaldisturbance musneet one of the AXIS | diagnostic
alicense to operate a foster home under this chapter classificationsof the Diagnostic and Statistiddlanual of Mental

(25) “Living area” means the rooms of the fostemmeused Disorderspublished by the American Psychiatric Association.
by householdnembers for sleeping, preparing and eating meals, (36) “Supervisingagency” means the agency responsible for
bathing,toileting and indoor leisure time activities. S}ﬁ:gﬁqeéggge V\C/ﬁirghanqg ngg'gtigazfeao‘c ?tb(;em(;decztztme(r)lltjt;r

(26) “Mechanical restraint” meansany physical apparatus _ jicensed pri;/ate child—);l)lacing aléer):cyge P '
that interfereswith the free movement of a perseiimbs and . N - .
body. (37) “Team” meansthe group appointed by the placing and

W _— . . supervisingagencies to assess a child, develop and implement the
(27) "Motor vehicle” means a private automobile, metor .jceang permanency plans, and evaluate the ehiligressgor

cycle,van,“ bus or truck. ) , _achild with a level of need of 1 to 2 who is placed ifoster home.
(27m) “Nonclient resident” has the same meaning as in S. (37¢) “Treatment’means the combination of therapies; ser
DCF 12.02 (18). vices,and care designed to assist a child in achieving established

(28) “Nurse practitioner”means a registered nurse licensegheasurableand behavioral goals and objectives based upon the
underch. 441, Stats., who is currently certified as a nurse pragtiformationgathered through the assessment process.
tionerby anational certifying body that is recognized by this\W (37m) “Treatmentplan” meanshe comprehensive services
consinboard of nursing. plan developed by the treatment team farhéld with a level of
(29) “Out-of-homecare” means care in a foster horae, needof 3 to 5 who is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5
grouphome under s. 48.625, Stats., or a residential care centerciartification.
childrenand youth under s. 48.60, Stats. (37s) “Treatmentteam” means the group appointed by the
(30) “Permanencyplan” means a plan required under s. 48.38lacingand supervising agenciesadssess a child, develop and
(2), Stats., that is designed to ensure that a géded in out— implement the treatment plan, and evaluate the shidbgress
of-homecare is safely reunified withis or her family whenever for a child with a level of need of 3 to 5 who is placed in a foster
appropriatepr that the child quickly attains a safe placement dromewith a Level 3 to 5 certification.
homeproviding long-term stability (38) “Voluntary placement agreement” means a written con
(31) “Physical punishment’means inflicting any kind of tractbetween a county agendlie department, or a licensed child
physicalpain ordiscomfort on a child by means that include buwelfareagencyand the child parent or guardian and tbleild,
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if the child is 12 years of age or older the placement of the child sighedstatementhat indicates any physical or mental conditions
in a licensed foster home under s. 48.63 (1), Stats. he or she has that wouldexdt the ability of the family to provide
(39) “Voluntary transition—to-independent-livingagree carefor afoster child or threaten the health or safety of a foster

ment” means a voluntary agreemembder s. 48.366 (3) or child.
938.366(3), Stats. 5. Documentation of fire safety inspection of the foster home,

History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8f-1-02; corrections  if required by the licensing agency
in (9), (10), (24) and (37) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6. and 7., Stats., Register .
November2008 No. 635; EmR0937: erger. and recr(3), ef. 1-1-10; CR 10-021. 5m. A drawing of the layout of the foster home.
r.ana recr Register September 10 No. 657, -1-10; EmMR1050: e r P H
ree ! (1)(tg be %10, C(l)’p(lg)’ (6m). (10m), dm). (15m), (219). (21 (3%1)’ 6. A privatewater supply test report for the foster home, if
(§4d), 2(S4h)?le(34§i)3’ (34%, (35nls), (3?), (37m)'c(37%)' am. (3) @), (14), gls), (22equiredby the licensing agency

4), , , ,.rand recr(37),eff. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: renum. (1) to be (1r), : : ;
2 ()1§ (%g(), ()6r$1),)(10m), (ﬂm() ()15m), 10}, Gury. (dam) (34d),((%4h), (3(43)’_ 7. The employment history of the applicant. The history shall
(34t), (35m), (37¢), (37m), (37s), am. (3) (€4), (15), (22), (24), (29), (36), (38), indicatethe length of time the applicant was employed by each
 andesrSh) e Al oo s 1, s cieeons 5.8 employer. The employment history shall document all mploy
emergyr. and recr(5), am. (12). (13), <é4p)?(38),.¢89), 9?8_1_14; CR 14-054" ffentfor the 5-year period prior to submlss!on of the application
r. and recr(5), am. (12), (13), (34p), (38), ¢89) Register April 2015 No. 712fef for a foster home license, unless the licensing agency has+eason

5-1-15CR 16-014: cr (11s), (27m) Register June 2016 No. 726, eff. 7-1-16  ghlecause to request employment history for more than 5 years.

8. Natification of any previous licensure as a foster parent or

DCF 56.04  Applying for a license. (1) WHo must any other type of caregiver for children, the name of the licensing

APPLY. (&) Any person proposing pyovide foster care for chil : : ; ;
dren shall apply to a licensing agency for a foster home Iicen&gencyand the period during which the license was held.

(b) Application for a foster home license shall be made on a_*~ Ahsi?n”ed _stat_e:‘nent indicating that thhe applicaas
form provided by the licensing agency receivedthe following information provided by the agency:

(2) LicENSE PROHIBITION. No licensing agency may issue a a. A brochurethat explains the foster care reimbursement and
licenseto operate a foster home to an employee of the agency Y Structure, including the clothing allowance.

to the relative of an employee of the agency if the employets b. Abrochue hat explains e foste parert insurane pogram
in the area of the agency that issues foster care licenses. TFhis 80ginformatian regardig how to file a daim with that program.
sectiondoes not apply to a foster parent who receiveayanent c. Notice thathe licensing agency may contact thsttnsin

unders. 48.64 (4), Stats., or to a volunteer for the agency departmentf justice and angimilar agency in another jurisdic
Note: The intent of this requirement is to prevent possible conflicts of interest witfon, any federal or local law enforcement agerany sociaker
respecto the terms of theate paid to the foster parent, the situation that may resqyices agencyor any other public or private agency to determine

if an allegation of abuse or neglect is made against the foster parent, edgieiitye . . e
shouldconsider such situations in granting a license to an employee of the.agedfythere is any reason specified under s. 48.685, Stats., ch. DCF 12,

(3) REAPPLICATION FOLLOWING DENIAL OR REVOCATION. No S-DCF 56.05 (1) (a) 3., or any other part of this chapter for the
applicantor former licensee who, for a substantive reason, sugRPlicantto not be granted a license.
as inappropriate discipline practicesiadequate mental health ~ 10. Other documentation or authorizations requiredhay
functioning or current abusef alcohol or drugs, was denied dicensingagency for its review of the application.
licenseor whose license was revoked may reapply for a license (b) Licenserenewal. An applicant for renewal of a license
any licensing agency withira period of 2 years following the shallsubmit all of the following to the licensing agency at least 30
effectivedate of license denial or revocation. daysbefore expiration of the current license:

~ (4) DOCUMENTS REQUIRED PRIOR TO LICENSING. (@) Initial 1. An application form completed and signed by aippli
license. Beforean applicant for an initial license may be issuegant. Married persons living together shall both sign the applica
alicense, the applicant shall submit the followtnghe licensing tion. Any household member who will act in the role of foster par
agency: entshall sign the application.

1. An application form completed and signed by aipplk 2 \erification of homeownes or renteis insuranceover
cant. Married persons living together shall both sign the applicggerequired under s. DCF 56.05 (4) or a request for a waiver under
tion. Any household member who will act in the role of foster pag"DCF 56.05 (5), and verification of vehicle liability insurance
entshall sign the application. requiredunder s. DCF 56.05 (3) if the applicaténs to transport

2. Verification of homeowneés or rentels insurance&over  fosterchildren in his or her own vehicle.ekification means that
agerequired under s. DCF 56.05 (4) or a request for a waiver undes licensingagency representative has personally seen the-appro
s. DCF 56.05 (5), and verification of vehicle liability insurancepriatedocumentation. A licensing agency need not retain a copy
requiredunder s. DCF 56.05 (3) if the applicqféns to transport of the documentation in its files.
fosterchildren in his or her own vehicle.eNfication means that 3. Documentation of fire safety inspection of the foster home,
thelicensingagency representative has personally seen the-apgfQequired by the licensing agency
g;l?rfg%%ccuuﬁr]neenrfﬁ;lt?onﬁ i'rLl\ Iltlgeﬂr;:lsng agency need not retain a copy 4. A privatewater supply test report for the foster home, if

Note: Section 344.62, Stats., requires motor vehicle liability insurarfieetiet requwedby th? I|censmg a_genC¥ .
June 1, 2010. 5. If required by the licensing ageney written statement

3. A written statemerfrom a physician, physician assistantfrom a physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner that
or nurse practitioner that indicatasy physical or mental cordi indicatesany physical or mental conditions of any household
tions of the applicant or any household members that wotddtaf memberthat would afect the ability of the family to provide care
the ability of the family to provide caréor a foster child or for a foster child or threaten the health or safety of a foster child.
threaterthe health or safety of a foster child. The statement sh@lle statement shall be based upon a medical examinatien per
be based upon a medical examination performed within the pfermedwithin the previous 6 months.
vious 6 months, except as provided in subd. 4. 5m. If amember of the household of an applicant who is-a rel

4. If a member of the household of an applicant who is a rektive of a foster child is not covered by health insurance or a medi
tive of a foster child is not covered by health insurance or a-medal examination would be a significant financial burden to the
cal examination would be a significant financial burden to theouseholdmemberthe licensing agency may grant an exception
householdnemberthe licensing agency may grant an exceptioto the requirement in subd. 3. If the licensing agency grants this
to the requirement in subd. 3. If the licensing agency grants teiception, the household member shall submit a personally
exception, the household member shall submit a personalsignedstatementhat indicates any physical or mental conditions
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heor she has that wouldfatt the ability of the family to provide 7. Séezltls@, igg:s%gferr(go&?rgge)r %?1081 Nfd 6(:33;l%mor«;?gzrzlge(mrsignsibe)lszigsd ©
. — Xi ), efl-1-10; — : . . .
carefor afoster child or threaten the health or safety of a fosté? rand recr&) (@) 3. 4, and (b) 5..€4) (a) 5m. and (b) 5m. Register September

child. 2010No. 657, eff 10-1-10; correction to numbering of (4) (a) 5m. made under s.
: : . : 13.92(4) (b) 1., Stats., Register Septemp@t0 No. 657; EmR1050: enger. and
6. Other documentation or authorizations requiredth®/ ;¢ 2y &)@)'sm., am. (8), ffl-1-11; CR 10-148-rand recr(2), (4) (a) 5m.. am.

licensingagency for its review of the application. (8) Register August 2a1No. 668, &f 9-1-11; CR 16-014: enum. (3) (intro.) to
(c) License modifications1. A licensing agency may modify (3), r. (3) (@), (b), am. (4) (a) 9. c. Register June 2016 No. 726, eff. 7-1-16.

a foster home license. An applicant for a license may requestpcr 5605 Licensee qualifications. (1) PERSONAL
modificationof the license at théme of the initial licensure. A REQUIREMENTSAND BACKGROUND. (a) General. 1. A person

licenseemay request modificatioof the license at any time @ur |icansedto operate a foster home shall deesponsible, mature
ing the efectlvg period 9f the Ilcens_g. ) ) ) individual who is fit and qualified, who does not abuse alcainol

2. An applicant for license modification shall obtain a licensgrugsor have a history of a civil or criminal conviction or adminis
modificationapplication form fronthe licensing agency and shallyrative rule violation that is substantially related to caringdait-
submita completed and signed application famnul other materi drenor operating a foster home dstermined using the factors in
alsrequired by the licensing agency to that agency within the fg) DCF 12.06, and who exercises sound judgment and displays the

lowing time limits: capacityto successfully nurture foster children.
a. Before the date the licensee plans to change location from 2, The applicant or licensee shall give truthful andicient
thelocation specified on the current license. informationto enable the licensing agency to verify whether or
b. Before the date an applicant wishes to have one or mowat heor she meets the requirements under subd. 1. Giving false
licenseconditions changed. informationor withholding relevant information shall constitute
c. No later thar80 days before the date the marital status §foundsfor denial or revocation of the license. B
the licensee changes. 3. In determining whether a person is fit and qualified, the
d. Within 10 days after a household member leaves. licensingagency shall consider the persoqualifications under

this section and any history of civil or criminal violation of stat
utes,regulations or ordinances of the United States, this state, any
otherstate, any local government or other U.S. jurisdiction sub
stantiallyrelated to the care of children.

(b) Characteristics. 1. ‘All foster parents.” As evidenced
oughinterviews withfoster family members, the use of formal
ized assessment systems, communication with references, and
hermethods considered to lefiective components of a cem
hensivdoster home studya licensee shall hawe exhibit all
of the following characteristics to a degree that will allow the

e. At least 30 days before someone erttezshousehold when
thisis known that far in advance or otherwisesasn as possible
beforethat person enters the household.

(5) AcCTIONBY THELICENSINGAGENCY. (a) Except aprovided
in par (b) or (c), within 60 days after receiving a completeg,,
applicationfor a foster home license, for renevedlthe foster
homelicense or for a license modification, the licensing agen
shall approve the application and issue the license, deny
applicationor approve the modification. Any delay thatthe
resultof an act or omission on the paftthe applicant shall not

. . . — L licenseeto adequately provide foster care services:
be considered in the 60—day time limit. If theplication for a An ad q t yg tandi tit to be a fost
license relicensure or license modification is denied, the licens, . & An adequate understandingvatiat it means to be a foster

ing agency shall give the applicant reasionsriting for the denial Child and a recognition of a chilstrengths and needs consistent
andshall provide information on how an appeal may be requesf@ﬁh the ch_|ld’s age and ab|_I|t|es, ora _mot'|vat|on to Iea_rr_m
unders. DCF 56.10. b. A history of managing or aimdication of the ability to
. - _ ‘managestress related to economic resources, employment, home,
(b) A licensing agency shall be allowed one 30-day eXtensvlﬁ?éPighborhoodfamily size, health problems, or other factors and

of the time limit under pafa) if the extension is needed to allow_ =2 =~ . " ! L
; ; ; nindication of an ability to copeith an additional stress factor
the agency teollect information necessary to make an informe f the placement of a foster child.

decision,such as to obtain@aiminal records check or response .
from references. The agency shall notify the applicant or licensee - A satisfactory self-concept. _
if an extension is necessary d. An ability to communicate ideas, feelings, and needs.

(c) If the foster home license applicatiorfas a pre—adoptive €. An outlook regarding his or her own history that indicates
placementthe licensing agency shall either approve the applicdhat any negative aspectsve been recognized and adequately
tion and issue the license or deny the application withialéndar addressed.
monthsafter receipt of the completed application. If the applica f. Parenting ability appropriate to the age, abilities, strengths,
tion for a license is denied, the licensing agency shall tige and needs of foster childrémbe placed in the licensediome or
applicantreasons, in writing, for the denial and shall provida motivation to learn.
information on how an appeal may be requesteder s. DCF g. A history of positive parenting, if applicable.

56.10. ) ) o h. An adequate knowledge of child growth and development
(6) DiscrIMINATION. A licensing agency may ndiscriminate or a motivation to learn.

againstan applicant for a foster honfieense or a foster parent ;- Reasonably constructive social relationslaipd the ability

applyingfor renewal of a foster home license on the basis of agg.provide encouragement andderstanding of a foster chisd’
sex,race, colarcreed, sexual orientation, national origirhandi  needfor positive social relationships.

cap. . j. Effective intrafamilialcommunication and the existence of
(7) EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF A LICENSE. A foster home license gnpropriatefamily roles, marital or other relationship stability

shall be efective for a period not to exceed 2 years and may t?ézegrationinto the communityand oganization in the home.

renewedupon successful completion of relicensing requirements. k. An appropriate understanding of child abuse and neglect

(8) NOTIFICATION OF APPLICATION FOR OR ISSUANCE OF ADDI- asa social problem or a motivation to learn.

TIONAL LICENSES. A licensee who applies to any licensing author | - A appropriateinderstanding of the needs of children who
ity for or is issued any other licenseaddition to the foster home have been abused or neglected asfdparents who abuse or
licenseshall notify the agency that issued the foster home Iicenﬁ% lecttheir children or a motivation to learn
Nodl icetr;]_seehma%/ hold any Othﬁr Iicens%to oﬁ eIrDa(t:?:aE);oster homgm Adequate preparation of all family mémbers to become a
under this chapter or a group home under ch. . e . . .

History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8fF1-02; corrections fOSterfam”Y’ partlcula_rly preparatlon for the stre_ss that havmg a
in 3) (@), (b), (4) (a) 2., 3., 9., (b) 2., (5) (&) and (8) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b)fosterchild in the family may place on each family member
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n. An appropriate motivation fapplyingto be a foster fam j. Provide arespite care provider with written and verbal
ily and an ability to follow through on @ifult endeavors. informationregarding the specific care needs of a child each time

0. A willingness to work with the supervising agenaiacing  respitecare is used.
agencylicensing agencyand the biological or adoptive parents k. Provide or arrange for a chifdhecessaryransportation,
in achievinga foster childs permanence goal as established in thenlessotherwise determined by the chidteam ortreatment
child’'s permanency plan. team.

Note: The Department has recommended theofislee Resource Family Assess i ; ;
mentbut any formalized assessment system can be used. L. Advocate for the. (.:h"d with the ChlEﬂSChOO_l system and
Eaveprlmary responsibility for communication with the school,

2. ‘Level 3to 5." In addition to the requirements under sub : ; :
1., a foster parent who operates a foster home with a Level 3 t essotherwise determined by the chidieam ortreatment

certificationshall have théollowing knowledge, skills, and quali eam. o . )
ficationsprior to placement of a child in the foster home: m. | Implement the lchllddcase plan, ia“ﬂ applicable treat
a. Knowledgeof the specific behavioral, emotional, or physimentp an, gqopergtlve y an' conS|s.tent y
cal conditions; symptomology; artdeatment and care needs of ~N. Participate in assessing a chiilgrogress.
the child to be placed. 2. ‘Foster home with Level 3 to 5 certification.” In addition

b. Knowledge of the operation of any specialized equipmet the requirements under subd. 1., a foster parentopbcates
andemegency back-up systems for the child to be placed. @ foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification shall do all of the

c. Recognition of escalating symptoms or sidée ofthe following, L_m_less other\lee.determlned by thg treatment team:
child’s condition and appropriate responses. a. Participate as an active team member irdaelopment,

d. Knowledgeof the medications, services, and treatments Bﬁplepentation,and evaluation of the treatment plan goals and
the child to be placed. Objectives. . _— . N

e. Knowledge of the care requirements aedhniques b. gssume primary I’eS_ponSIblh_t%_/ fgr_lmﬁlementlng |n—|home
requiredfor the child to be placed. careand treatment strategies specified in the treatment plan.

f. A demonstrated commitment to providing care for a childl c. Participate in developingchild’s individualized treatment
plan.

with serious treatment needs.

g. Commitment and time to receive the required pre-place d: Notify the appropriate treatment team member of any-prob
ment,initial, and ongoing training. lemsor concerns related to operating a foster home witkval

h. Ability to appropriately bond with the child. 310 5 certification.

. ; ) . e. Participate on eegularly scheduled basis, but at least annu
i. A demonstrated capacity to dedkefively with the depen . : ;
dencyneeds of the child. ally, in the evaluatiorf his or her performance as a foster parent

) S . . operatinga foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification under s.
j. Availability at all times except when respitare under s. pcg 56.20.

DCF 56.21 or other arrangements for caf¢he child have been (d) Age. No person younger than 21 years of age may be

madewith the supervising or licensing agency licensedto operate a foster home, except that a person 18 to 20

(c) Responsibilities.1. “All foster parents.’” The licensee shalkearsof age may be licenséd provide foster care for a relative.
be familiar with the requirements of this chapter and do all of the . N
(e) Health. 1. The applicant for an initidicense to operate

following: ) . . a foster home and all members of the household shall be free of
a. Comply with all of the requirements of this chapter  pnysicalor mental conditions that would interfere with the ability
b. Participate in the selection of and accept foster children fofrthe family to provide care for a foster child or threaten the health
care only in conformity with the conditions specified on theor safety of a foster child.
Ilcenseand with the approval of the licensing and supervising 3 If, at any time, the licensing agency suspects or has reason
agencies. _ _ _ to believe that the physical or mental health of an applicant,
c. Cooperate fully with the licensing agenayd any other Jicenseeor other household member may pose a threat to the
agencyresponsible for supervisirfgster children in the licens health,safetyor welfare of children in care, the licensing agency
ee'scare and keep the licensing agency and any agsponsible may require an alcohol or other drug abuse assessment or a physi
agencyinformed of each child’progress and problems. calhealth or mental health evaluationtieé person as a condition
d. Immediately notify the licensing agency of any change fior issuing or continuing the license.
thejob or wor_ksched_ule of a foster parent Wh_o works o_ut3|de the (f) Background.The applicant or licensee and any nonclient
homeandnotify the licensing agency of any impact this changgsidentsn the applicant or licenseshome shall comply with the
will have on the licenseeability to provide foster care. requirementsn s. 48.685, Stats., and s. DCF 56.055.

Note: See smilar languag elatl to h-hone enploymer & s DCF56.09 () @). (g) Reporting backgiund changesAn applicant or licensee
e. Cooperate and assist wfiorts of the supervising agency g iiimmediately notify the licensing agency if any of thiow-

to maintain relationships between foster children and their-fany, 2 jies to the applicant, licensee, or a nonclient resident in the
lies and withthe agency eforts to implement plans for care and, .

treatmentand for arranging a permanent living arrangement as . .
requiredunder s. 48.3890r%38.%8 Stats. d g 1. The person has been convicted of any crime.

f. Allow the supervising agency up to 30 days in which to 2. The person is the subject of a pending criminalgehar
makean alternate placement when the licensee asks that a foster3. The person has been adjudicated delinquent for cemmit
child be removed from the home. ting a crime on or after his or her 12th birthday

g. Maintain in confidencall personal information about fos 4. The person is the subject of a delinquency petition alleging
ter children and theifamilies. that the person committed a crime on or after his or her 12th birth

h. Comply with serious incident reporting requirements in day.

DCF 56.06. 5. Afinal substantiated finding has been made that the person

i. Attend training sessions, permanency plan reviews, apusecr neglected a child.
othermeetings asequired by the licensing, supervising, or plac 6. A finding that is comparable to a final substantiated finding
ing agency hasbeen made in any other jurisdiction.
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7. A governmental body made a finding that the person a. The foster family or applicant is a participant in\itiecon-
abusedr neglectedny client or misappropriated the property ofin Works program under ss. 49.141 to 49.161, Stats.
any client. b. The foster parent or applicant is receiving supplemental
8. The person has been or is being investigated by any goverecurityincome under 42 USC 1381 to 1383d.
mentalagency for any other act,fefise, or omission, including c. The foster familyg or applicang income is at or below the
aninvestigation related to the abuse or neglect, or threat of abusieimum family budget determined by the departmentgfor
or neglect, to a child asther client, or an investigation related tqposesof administering the uniform fee system under ch. DHS 1.

misappropriatiorof a clients property Note: A foster parent has limited liability under s. 895.485, Stats. This does not
; Py ; f : anthat he or she has no liabilityn the event that a foster parent is sued, the foster
9. A person begms reS|d|ng' oris EXpeCted to reside, in tgﬁentmay be liable for anjudgment and attorneyfees. As such, a waiver of the
fosterhome. insurancerequirement should be made only in rare circumstances.

(2) FINANCES. A foster parent shall havestable income sfif (d) Within 30 days after receipt of a request that is accempa
cientto meet the foster family’obligationswithout reliance on nied by the documentation required under. §e), the licensing
the basic maintenance payments received for the care of fosigencyshall either waive the requiremamtdeny the request for
childrenplaced in the foster home. An applicant for a liceshe@l  a waiver and shall notify the applicant or foster parientriting
providethe licensing agency with verification of compliawvaéh  of its decision and the reasons for the decision.
this subsection. Note: The Wsconsin Insurance Plan is property insuranctheflast resort. A

. . fosterparent and an applicant for a foster hdicense should consider thadtbnsin
~(3) VEHICLELIABILITY INSURANCE. (a) An applicant for either jnsuranceplan only if they cannot obtain conventional insurdnme an insurance
initial licensing or for relicensingvho plans to transport foster company. For information on the Wconsin Insurance Plan, contact any insurance
childrenin his or her vehicle shall provide the licensing agen?gencyor the Wsconsin Insurance Plan, 700 Wichigan Street, Milwaukee, WI

. . ) PR 233;phone 414-291-5353.
with documentation of currer_1t vehicle liability Insurance ceve History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8F1-02; corrections
ageand shall ensure that the insurance coverage continfggsen in (1) (a) 1., (f) 2., 4. and (5) (c) 5. ¢. made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register
i November2008 No. 635; EmR0937: engerevisions as in CR 10-021f.ef-1-10;
throtho.Ut.the te.rm of licensure. . . . . CR10-021: am. (1) (b) 2. and (c) 8.and recr(1) (e) 1. and (f)..((1) (e) 2. Register
(b) If itis anticipated that a foster child will drive the appli September010 No. 657, & 10-1-10; EmR1050: emgrrenum (1) (b), (c) to be

cant'smotor vehicle, the applicant shall ensure that the foktter 8 Egg 1(;;)(8 %:rg)étgl)-,l Cr((lc))(f) gr-;d(ca) nlL-(?C-) t& )né 2-({:;311—}1-1% fRzlg;ggé ﬁ\g&st
is covered by the applicastinsurance policy 5011No. 668, eff 9-1-11: CR 16-014: am. (1) (aL., . and recr. (1) (f), ct (L) ()

(4) HOMEOWNER'S OR RENTER'S LIABILITY INSURANCE. (a) R?gisterJune 2016 No. 726, eff. 7-1-16.
Exceptas provided under sub. (5), before a foster home license '?DCF 56.055 Background checks. (1) PROVIDE INFOR-

issued or renewed, the applicant for an initial license or the foste ; N
parentapplying for renewal of a license shall furnsioof to the MATION. (a) Before a foster home license is issued or renewed, the

licensing agency ofhaving homeownés or renters liability applicantand any nonclient resident in the home shall each do all

; : f the following:
insuranceas required under s. 48.627 (2) (a), Stats. 0 .
(b) A licensing agency shall have on file verification that eac 1. Complete and submit to the agency the departebatk

foster parent licensed by that agenbgs insurance coverage oundinformation disclosure and written authorization for the
. agencyto make follow—-up contact with thei¥¢onsin department
requiredunder par(a) and s48.627 (2) (a), Stats., or shall have%?'ust?f:e and any otherpperson organization to detgrmine if

on file documentation that the foster parent has been grante : -
waiver from that requirement in accordance with sub. (5), or h %ﬁ?@ﬂ?&%@seogruﬁgfé Z%bégls)ti\pg){i(tsgigg ?Ie'%aec\t/:g ould not be

beenissued dicense for a period not to exceed 90_days to allo Note: DCF-F-2978-EBackgound Information Disclose is available in the
the foster parent to obtain necessary documentation to requegias section of the department website, http:/dcf.wisconsinaydsy writing to
waiverin accordance with sub. (5). the Division of Safety and Permanence)PBox 8916, Madison WI 53708-8916.

(5) WAIVER OF HOMEOWNER'S OR RENTER'S LIABILITY INSUR- 2. Provide the agency with information on each pesson’
ANCE REQUIREMENT. (a) In this subsection, “Wconsin insurance Placesof residenceluring the 5-year period before submission of
plan” means the mandatory risk-sharing insurance plan-estil license application. _ - _
lishedunder s. 619.01, Stats., and s. Ins 4.10. ~ (b) Before arinitial foster home license is issued or a license

(b) A foster parent or an applicant for a foster home licenigrenewed after a break in licensure, the applicant shall provide
may request a waiver of the requirement under sub. (4) (a) if K¢ agency or its designated agent with a set of fingerprinfis suf
or she is unable to obtain the required insurance, the insuraft&tly clear to submit to the i&consin department of justice
policy that he or she had was canceled or payment of the premféﬁ!ﬁer law enforcement agency for submission to taional
for the required insurance would cause undue finaheiaiship. Cfime information database as provided in s. 48.685 (2) (c) 1.,

(c) Arequest for a waiver shall be sent directly to the licensi ats.
agencyand shall include one of the following: (2) ConbucTBACKGROUND CHECK. Theagency shall do all of

the following:

(a) Obtain the information required under s. 48.685 (2) (am),

ts.,regarding the applicant and any nonclient resident in the

1. A written denial of homeownt liability insurance by an
insurancecompany for a reason other than pgoer condition of
the property and a written denial of the same insurance cover X )

plicant'shome.

from the Wisconsin insurance plan. ; - .
. . e Note: Information on how to conduct an initial search of sonte@fequired \i¢-
2. A written cancellation of homeowrisrliability insurance consinrecords is at http://wi-recordcheclgbrFollowing the searchize agency will

by an insurance company for reasons other than nonpaymentecfivea report from the Department of Justice regarding results of the criminal

: ; : recordssearch and a report from the Department of Health Services regarding results
E(r)enrglll‘lljlwssl?p;niewglt;enn denial of the same coverage from tise Wof the search of other integrated databases. Further investigation may be required.

! X o ) (b) Submit the fingerprints of the applicant under sub. (1) (b)

3. Awritten denial of rentés liability insurance from 2 insur  tg the Wsconsin department of justice or other law enforcement
ancecompanies. agencyfor submission to the national crime information database
4. Awritten cancellation of renter liability insurance by an asprovided in s. 48.685 (2) (c) 1., Stats.
insurancecompany for reasons other than non—-payment of pre (c) Conduct a reverse search of théstiinsin sex dénder
miums and,in addition, a written denial of the same INsurancgygistry using the applicard’address.
coveragegrom one other insurance company Note: A reverse search by address can be done by entering applaxgiiess at

5. Documentation that payment of the insurance premiuﬁ%p://doc.m.gov/commun|ty—respu[ces/oﬁender—reglstrﬂ'he Wsconsin Sex

. . . enderRegistry does not contain information on all convicted stendgrs.

would cause undue financial hardship for the foster parent ©

. ! X Theinformation is limited by the &dctive date of the applicable law and to those
applicantas evidenced by any of the following: offenderswho have been arrested and convicted, adjudicatezhromitted for a
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crime specified under the law and who meet registration and publicateqrire (4) OFFENSESTHAT ARE A BAR. Unless the person hdemon
ments. stratedthat he or she has been rehabilitated under s. 48.685 (5) or

trationor publication fequirements. Flease condider hase Imtations when obiairf@): Stats., and ch. DCF 12, an applicant or licensee is unqualified

informationfrom the sex dénder registry to hold a license if the applicant or a nonclient resident in the foster
(d) Obtain a criminal history records search from any othBpmemeets any of the following conditions:

jurisdictionin which the person isr was a resident if the agency (a) The person has been convicted of a crapecified in s.

is informed that a nonclient resident in the applicatitome 48.685(1) (c) or (5) (bm), Stats., or a violatiofithe law of any

residedoutside the state of Mtonsinat any time during the otherjurisdiction that would be a violation of s. 48.685 (1) (c) or

3-yearperiod before the search. (5) (bm), Stats., if committed in MEonsin.

in i ; f Note: A table that lists applicable crimes is available on the department website,
(e) Obtain information on child abuse or negleCt reports http://dcf.wisconsin.govin the foster care/related statutes and administrative rules

findings during the 5-year period before the search, as followsgction,

1. If the agency is informed that the applicant or a nonclient (b) A governmental body has made a finding that the person
residentin the applicans home resided in the state ofsébnsin hasabused or neglected any client or misappropriated the prop
atany timeduring the 5—year period before the search, the agereyy of any client.
shall contact each county in ¥¢onsin in which th@erson is a (c) A final substantiated finding has been made thapéingon
residentor was a resident during those 5 years for informaticbusedor neglected a child.

regardingany child abuse or neglect reports or findings. (d) Afinding that is comparable tofimal substantiated finding

2. If the agency is informed that the applicant or a noncliehtisbeen made in any other jurisdiction.
resident in the applicaisthome resided outside the state @-W  (5) DeniaLs or REvocaTion. The agency shall provide the
consinat any time during the 5-year period beftve search, the departmentwith information about each person who is denied a
agencyshall checlany child abuse or neglect registry maintaineficenseor has a license revoked foreason specified in sub. (4).
by any other jurisdiction in which the person ieaident or was  Note: Agencies with direct access to ESKCWIS, the child welfare automation

aresident during those 5 years for any child abuse reports or figgbtementer the information into the system. Agencies that do not have direct access
ings to eWISACWIS, provide the information on Form DCF-F-CFS218lkgative

Action Notice which is available in the forms section of the departraevebsite,
(f) If the agency is informed that the applicant or a noncliefgf.wisconsin.gov.Send the completed form to Out-of-Home Care Section, DCF/
: : ; f DSR PO. Box 8916, Madison, W| 53708-8916.
residentin the applicans home served ia branch of the U.S. [fistory: CR 16-014: cr Register June 2016 No. 726, eff. 7-1-16.
armedforces, including any reserve component, the agency shall
make every reasonable feft to obtain information on the dis DCF 56.06 Serious incident reporting. (1) A foster

chargestatusof the person. This information may be obtainegarentshall immediately notify the supervising agency and, if not
from the dischaye papers or from the armed forces branch e same, the licensing agency of all of the following:
which theperson served. If the discharstatus is other than hon (a) Death of a foster child.

gaﬁéfgggeas)%iﬂgyd?:ﬂggm'n information on the nature and cir (b) Serious illness or injury of a foster child that requires the

. - i ) " . servicesof a licensed medical professional, including all of the
Note: The information from the armed forces may include military court finding o
or other information that is relevant to making a determination of whether an ap;fﬁ’”owmg-

cantis fit and qualified. 1. A broken bone.
(3) FoLLow up. Follow-up investigation may be required and 2. A burn.
may include any of the following: 3. A concussion.

(a) If the results of the criminal history records search under 4 A wound requiring stitches.
sub.(2) (a), (b), or (d) indicate a ctyar of a crime specified in s. 5. The ingestion of poison or drug overdase.
48.685 (1) (c) or (5) (bm), Stats., or comparable law in any other . .
jurisdiction, but do not completely and clearly indicate the fins#eo 6. A reportable communicabltisease under ch. DHS 145
dispositionof the chage, the agency shall make every reasonabft?PENdixA.

: : Note: Informati i tabl icable di j
effort to contact the appropriate clerk of court to determine tlﬂgmoﬁcapcgmg,'gﬂgﬁgﬁgﬂ% {fe%"a{rf‘nﬁ,fnfs?mm“”'wbe diseases caotameed

final disposition of the chge. (c) The foster parent has reasonable cause to believe any of the
(b) If the background information disclosure indicates following:
chargeor conviction of a crime specified in s. 48.685 (1) (dB)r 1. A foster child has been abused or neglected.

(bm), Stats., or comparable law in any other jurisdiction, but the
resultsof the criminal history records search under sub. (2) (8,5 likely that the foster child will be abused or neglected
(b), or (d) do not include the clg or conviction, the_ agency shall (d) A)rll error in administering medication to a fogter child
makeevery reasonablefeft to contact theppropriate clerk of . 9 X :
courtto obtain a copy of the criminal complaint and the final dis (€) A suicide attempt by a foster child.

positionof the complaint. () Theunauthorized absence of a foster child from the home

(c) If the results of the criminal history records search undfgr more than 8 hours or for longer than is reasonable given the
sub.(2) (a), (b).or (d); the background information disclosure; ofMld's 8ge, maturityand mental and emotional capacity
any other information indicate that tiperson was convicted of a_ (9) An incident requiring contact with law enforcement at the
violation of s. 940.19(1), 940.195, 940.20, 941.30, 942.08fosterhome or that involves a foster child.
947.01(1), or 947.013, Stats., or comparable awany other (h) A condition or situation that requires the removal of a child
jurisdiction, not more thard years before the agency obtained thsom a foster home.
information,the agencghall make every reasonabléoefto con (i) The use of a physical restraim required under s. DCF
tactthe appropriate clerk of court to obtain a copy of the criming6.09(1g) (e).
complaintand judgment of conviction relating to that violation.  (j) Any other serious incident related to a foster child.
oo Al of Wecoron county cletks ofcout s avaeble t /v (3) A foster parent shall immediately notify the licensing
whl;ethert_htleI circlum%tanc;?s of the ?om(ijctions fgr the zgrggg (sgxe():ifispdri(\c)‘are ‘a%encyof any of the following:
substantially related to the care of children under s. 48. m), Stats,, Is required(g) - Any physical damage to the foster home or premises that
Cpecial croumatances, rckiess endangerment, rvason of pisayierly con’  Would afect compliance with this chapténcluding the follow
duct,and harassment. Ing:

2. Afoster child has been threatened with almiseeglect and
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1. Structural damage that maffect the safe shelter of a child. samesex over the age of one and under 12 yeaag®imay share

2. Failure in the heating, cooling, electrical, plumbing, of double or lager bed.
smoke detection system that is not repaired or that cannot be 1m. Each infant child, birth to 12 months of age, shall sleep

repairedwithin 24 hours after the failure becomes known. alone in a crib, bassinet, or playpen.
(b) A fire on the premises of the foster home that requires the 2. Each crib shall have crib slats that are securely fastened in
servicesof a fire department. placeand arespaced no more than 2 3/8 inches apart. The mattress

(c) The displacement of a child or adverdeas$ due to imple  Shallfit snugly so that there are no more thahitiches between

mentationof the disaster plan required under s. DCF 56.08 (10n"2.e edge of the mattressd crib side. Crib sheets shall fit snugly
) . . . . to the mattress. Blankets used to cover the child shall be tucked
(3) A licensing agency shall immediatatptify the depart

; X A o : tightly under the mattress and shall be kept away from the €hild’
mentexceptions panel of any serious incident in this section t

is reported by a foster parent of a Level 5 foster home uthand nose.
History: CR 00—020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 81-02; corrections . 3. Eac_h bed shall be lze enough to be Comforta_ble for the
in (8) and(13) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2008 Khild, provide adequate body support and be equipped with a

635;EmR0937: emgy. am. (12), df 1-1-10; CR 10-021: anf12) Register Sep  cleanand comfortable mattress and with a waterpmfering
tember2010 No. 657, €f10-1-10; EmR1050: enmgrr. and recr, ef. 1-1-11; CR

10-1487. and recrRegister August 201No. 668, df 9-1-11. whennecessary The foster child shall be provided blanketst
' areadequate for the season.
DCF 56.07 Physical environment. (1) GENERAL 4. There shall be a minimum 2ffeet horizontally between

REQUIREMENTS. (a) A foster home shall be so Constructed)edsexcept that between bunk beds there shall be a minimum of

arrangedand maintained that i$ safe for all occupants, and th feet.

healthof all occupants is safeguarded. The home shall ge lar 5. For the top bed of a bunk bed, there shall be a minimum of
enoughand its living areas lge enough for the number and age8 feet between the top of the mattress and the ceiling or any light
of the foster children and other household members. hdhee or other fixture protruding from the ceiling above the bed.

shall have furnishings and equipment necessary to adequately 6. A foster child under 4 years of age or who has a disability
accommodatehe foster children and other persons living in thehatlimits mobility may not sleep on the top bed of a bunk bed.
home. The property on which the foster home is situated, includ 7. A top bunk shall have a safety rail if occupied by a child
ing all other buildings and structures on that propestylibe nger8 years of age.

maintainedn a state of good repair and in a sanitary condition so

thatit is safe for the occupants and their health is safeguarded. )
(b) No foster childone year of age or older may regularly share

(b) The licensing agency shall request firealth,sanitation a bedroom withan adult unless a physician determines that it is
or safety oficials to inspect the foster hometbe entire premises medicallvnecessary and the licensing agency approves
whenmore expert opinion is necessary to help the agency evaluaté y _y g agency app :
the safety of the home. (c) No foster child 6 years of age or older may regularly share

(Im) ExTeERIORACCESS. If necessary for a child to access thé bedroom with another child of the opposite sex.

fosterhomewhere the child is placed, at least one entrance to the(d). Each bedroom occupied by a foster child shall have a mini
fosterhome shalbe level or ramped in accordance with ch. spgumfloor space of 40 square feet per child, unless the licensing
362and in a manner that provides safe access for the child. agencydetermines a higher minimum is necessary to accoemmo
. . datewheelchairor other special equipment used by a foster child.
(2) INTERIORLIVING AREA. (a) An applicant applying oor

after September 1, 1990, for an initial license to operate a foster(et) Noﬂ:ostetr Cht"d maytLeguIarIy sleephi_nk?_ny buildintg,faparih
home shall provide a minimum of 200 square feet of living ar&?&etn ohr other structure or} ? prehrT(ljses WI ICI ISI Separate rofr_n e
for each household membaércluding each foster child, unless aosterhome, nomay any loster child reguiarly Sleep in an usn

higherminimum is deemed necessary by the licensing agencﬁgﬁdat;'gaafgrunf'rn'gzgg gaséerThe;r:’selleZal!\évay l(\)lglﬂt?nge:wog?nqg%
accommodatavheelchairs or other special equipment used b yu purp - ping. us
: ber may regularly sleep in any of these places in order to
fosterchild. X
accommodaté¢he presence of the foster child.

(b) Doorways and passageways to the common rooms of th . S
fosterhome, acomplete bathroom, and the childiedroom shall - e(f) No foster child under the age of 7 years or a child with lim

: i .= .o jted mobility or functioning may regularly sleep in a finished
mg?ct)”sctﬁlri\ggrg;prs.atmg to accessibility in ch. SPS 362 if mhe'lbasemenbedroom or in a bedroom above the second floor of a

) i singlefamily dwelling.
1. The Ch_'ld usgs a}yvheelcha.lr. o . . (g) No foster child 7 years of age or older may regularly sleep
2. The child hasignificant mobility limitations and is too big in a finished basement bedroom or in a bedroom above the second
to be safely carried. floor of asingle family dwelling unless all of the following condi
(3) BATHAND TOILET FACILITIES. (@) An applicant for an initial tionsare met:
licenseto operate a foster home or any licensee who changes the1, There are 2 exits to grade from that floor level. Exits from
location of the foster home on or after September 1, 1990, shalbasement shall comply with s. SPS 321.03 (5) (b) and (6).
provide at least one complete bathroom for every 8 household 5 prgvision has been made for adequate heating, cooling
membersncluding foster children. Bath and toilet facilities that,otilation. and humidity control ' '
areaccessible only through a sleeping room fmeygounted only ' . ' . .
for the occupants of that room. 3. Access to and exit from these locations are appropriate
iventhe childs ambulatory level and use of mechanical devices,
(b) The door of each bathroom shall have a lock that may §€-has wheelchairs and walkers.
opened from the outside in an egmcy. . - -
o (h) A responsible care provider shall sleep within call of foster
(c) Bathrooms shall be located within the foster home.  childrenduring the night. An exception mag granted only if the
(d) At least one bathroom shall be constructed in conformitild is at least 16 years of age and the supervising agency gives
with ch. SPS 362 if a foster child has physical disabilities thas approval.
requirespecial equipment or clear floor space. (i) Each bedroom occupied by a foster child shall have a door
(4) SLEEPING ARRANGEMENTS. (@) 1. Each foster child shall for privacy a window that allows natural light to entand ade
be provided with a separate bed, exc2pelated children of the quate ventilation.

8. Triple—decked beds may not be used.
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() A sleeping room thatomeone must pass through to getto (b) Windows that are used for ventilation shall be screened.

anotherpart of the building may not be used for a foster child. History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8+1-02; correction
. . . lf_? (4) (9) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register December 2003 No. 576;
(k) A foster Ch[ld may not regularly sleep in a room to Wh'Q mR0937:emeg. revisions as in CR 10-021f.ef-1-10; CR 10-021: am. (4) (a)
accesscan be gained only through another occupied sleeplﬂng., (5) (2) and (6) (d) 1.,.04) (&) 1Im. Register September 2010 No. 657, ef
room 10-1-10EMR1050: emey. cr (1m), (2) (b), (3) (d), renum. (2) to be (&) and am.,
' ) r. and recr(4) (9), am. (4) (d), (i), (10) (a),fel-1-11; CR 10-148: c(1m), (2)(b),
(L) No more than 4 children may regularly occupy one be¢) (d), renum. (2o be (2) (a) and am.,and recr(4) (g), am. (4) (d), (i), (10) (a)
room RegisterAugust 201 No. 668, ef 9-1-11; corrections in (1m), (2) (b) intro.), (3)
' (d), (4) (9) 1. made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register February 2012 No. 674.
(5) TeLepHONE. (a) A foster home shdive at least one oper

ating telephone accessible #ochild at all imes when a childis  DCF 56.08 Safety. (1) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. (a)

presentn the home. Materialsand equipment that may be hazardous to children, such
(b) Emegency telephone numbers, including fire departmerdspower tools, flammable or combustible materials, insecticides,

police, hospital, physician, poison control center and ambulangmisons,plastic bags, detgents, alcohol, tobacco products and

shallbe posted by each telephone in a foster home. medicationsshall be storeth areas not readily accessible to-fos
(c) A licensee shall notify the licensing and supervising agel¢r children.

ciesnolater than the end of the next working day from the date that(b) The licensee shall make every reasonalfitetad identify

afoster home telephone number is changed. andimmediately correct any hazard to the safety of foster children
(6) HeaTING. (a) A foster home shall have a heating systeiyhile the children arén the foster home, on the premises or being

thatis capableof maintaining a comfortable temperature of nofansported.

lessthan 68 F,, or 20 C., in living areas. (2) ELecTriCITY. (a) Electrical systems and appliances shall
(b) No foster home may be maintainecay time at a temper 0ein good repair anchaintained in a manner designed to protect

atureof less than 68F, or 20 C., during waking hours or 5&, thesafety of foster children.

or 14 C., during sleeping hours unless written approval has been(b) A licensee caring for a fostehild who is under 7 years of

obtainedfrom the licensing agency ageshallmaintain protective covers on all electrical outlets not in
(c) Unvented gas, oil or kerosene space heaters mayenotUSe-
usedin a foster home. (3) HouseHoLDPETS. (a) Catsdogs and other pets vulnerable

(d) 1. All wood-burning or other alternative heating sourct® rabies which are ownesl any member of the household shall
equipmentn a foster home, except a fireplace, shalispected D€ vaccinated as requiradhder local ordinance and documenta
by a fire safety expert at least biennially and certifiegraperly tion of the vaccinations shall be provided to the licensing agency
installedand maintained as defined by the manufactsirecom (b) Household pets known to be vicious or infected \aitl
mendationsr specifications or other standards utilized byfilee diseasetransmittable to humansay not be kept in the foster
safetyexpert. The licensee shall forward documentation of coomeor elsewhere on the premises.
pliancewith this paragraph to the licensing agentfyequired by~ (4) TranspoRrTATION. (a) Any licensee or other person acting
the licensing agencya fireplace shall also be inspected dir@  on behalf of the licensee who transports foster childrerafyr
safety expert. purposeshall possess a valid driverlicense. The licensing

2. In the event that a fire safety expert will not inspect or wittgencymay establish additional requirements in this arearity
not document an inspection of wood-burning equipméms, ten policy.
applicantor licensee shall pernite licensing agency to conduct  (b) No licensee or person acting on behalf of a licensee may
an inspection of the equipment or shall provide the licensingansportany foster child under the age of 8 yearkess than 80
agencywith a statement from the homeowseor renteis insur - pounds in weighin any private motor vehicle unless the follow
anceprovider confirming the provides knowledge of the wood- ing conditions are met, as required in s. 347.48 (4), Stats.:
burningequipment in the home. 1. Each child who is less than one year old or who weighs less

(e) No heating equipment may be located so that it blocksthan 20 pounds being transported in a vehifeall be properly

hinders an exit from the foster home. seatedand restraineth a rear—facing individual child car safety
(7) Sroracke. The licensee shall provide enough drawer argeatin the back seat of the vehicle.

closetspace to reasonably accommodate éaster childs cloth 2. Each child who is at least one year old but less than 4 years

ing and other personal belongings. old or who weighs at least 20 pounds but less than 40 pshatls

(8) OUTDOOR RECREATIONAND PLAY SPACE. (a) Each foster be properlyrestrained in a forward-facing individual child car
home shall have available outdoor recreation and dpgce safetyseat in the back seat of the vehicle.
eitheron the premises or nearby 3. Each child who is at least 4 years old but less than 8 years

(b) A licensing agency may require a licensee to erect a ferdd, who weighs at least 40 pounds but not more than 80 pounds,
aroundan on—premiseglay area when nearby vehicle figfrail-  or who is 4 feet 9 inches tall or less, shall be properly restrained
roadtracks, a swimming poo lake, a pond or river or a similarin a shoulder—positioning child booster seat.
hazardpresents a threat to the safety of foster children. (c) Each child who is not required to be in an individual child

(c) Any outdoor porch on a first floor thst more than 4 feet car safety seat or booster seat when being transported shall be
abovegrade or on or above the second floor of a foster home shpperlyrestrained by a seat belt, except as provided in s. 347.48
havea railingsuitably designed to safeguard foster children wH@m), Stats., and ch.réins 315.
may be on the porch. (5) FIREARMS AND OTHER WEAPONS. (a) Except as allowed

(9) MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR. The foster home, all other underpar (d), no loaded firearm may be kept in a foster home.
buildingsand structures on the premises and all equipment and(b) No unloaded firearm or other dangerous weapon lmeay
furnishingsshall be maintained in a safe and proper state of rep&igpt in a foster home unless stored and lockedrinarea not
Broken,rundown, defective, inoperative or unsafe building partesadily accessible to foster children. Ammunition materéald
furnishingsand equipment shall be promptly repaired, replaced fitrearms shall be stored in separate locked areas that are not
discarded. readily accessible to foster children.

(10) Sanrmation. (@) The outside recreation and play space, 1ot & e 1o 10 b8 o0t o e e et 1 not operable
TurmSh'ngsfand eql_lement fo_r_a foster home shall be mamtamg{%gerlocks alone do not meet the above requirement but may be a supplgmentaf
in a clean and sanitary condition. safetymeasure in addition to the firearm being stored and locked in an area not readily
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accessibleo foster children. Aveapon cabinet with a glass front is not considereghe foster home in the event of a fire. The plan shall include the
securegeven if it can be locked. following:

h (c) Afoster child may bel p.?rr“ittfedhtofuie firearms d(')r' bows for ;' The means to be used famegency exiting from all floor
untingor taget practice only if all of the following conditiose oy elsof the foster home.

met: - 2. The place away from the foster home at whickadicuated
1. The child is at least 12 years of age. memberf the household will meet so that it can be determined
2. The childs parent or guardian has given written conseittall persons are out of danger

andthe childs foster parent and the supervising ageaqyrove. 3. The means by which foster children who are not ambula

3. The child has successfully completed an approved huntery will be assisted in evacuating the home.

educationand firearm safety program under s. 29.304, Stats.  (b) 1. The licensee shall review the fire safety evacuation plan
4. The child is under the supervision of a responsible adultwith all household members at least once evrponths and

all times. immediatelyfollowing placement of a new foster child in the

(d) If the foster parent is a sworn law enforcemefitefwho ~licensee’shome.
is required to maintain a loaded weapatrall times, the loaded 2. The fire safety evacuation plan shall be posted in the home
weaponshall be stored and locked in an area not readily accessinglits location made known to all household members.
to foster children. (c) At least once every gears the licensing agency shall
(6) HAZARDOUS MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT. (a) No foster r_eviewthe fire sqfety evacuation plan with the licensee and thg
child under 14 years of ageay unless otherwise permitted by!lcenseeshall revise the plan if the licensing agency determines it
statute,operate any hazardous machinery or equipment. IS necessary

(b) A foster child 14 yearsf age or older may operate hazard (9) FIRE SAFETY INSPECTION. If required by the licensing
ousmachinery or equipment only if a written agreement has be@@encya foster parent shaifrange for a fire safety inspection by
signedby the child, the child’ parent or guardian, the foster parerff® Safety experts at any time there is cause for concern for the

andthe supervising agencwith a copy provided to all parties to Safetyof household residents because of conditions in the foster
the agreement. homeor elsewhere on the premises.

(c) 1. No foster child may operate any machinergaquipment (9m) CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTOR. (@) Efective February

thatis beyond his or her knowledge or mental or physical capait 201, @ foster home in a one— or two—unit building shall have
ity. a functional carbon monoxide detector installed in the basement

. . ndon h floor level i r r stor r f
2. All hazardous machinery and equipment to be used by don each floor level, excefite attic, garage, or storage area o

fosterchild shall be maintained in safe and proper condition. S?gtgfmlt’ in accordance with the requirements of s. 101.647,

3. The foster child shall be under the general and appropriat&ote: A one-unit building is a single family residence. A two-unit building is
supervisionof a responsible adult when operating a hazardoggplexor two-flat.
machineryor piece of equipment. (b) A foster home in a building with at least 3 units shall have

4. a. The foster child shall be trained by the supervising ad@R€ or more functional carbon monoxide detectors installed in
onthe safe and proper use and operation of any hazardous madfifordancevith the requirements of s. 101.149, Stats.
ery or equipment before actually operating the hazardous machin (10) REPORTINGFIRES. The licenseehall report by no later
ery or equipment. thanthe end othe next working day to the licensing agency any

b. The agencynay require attendance at specific training th e in the foster home or elsewheye the premises that requires

is applicable to an applicasthome environment, such fsm eassistance of the fire department. )
safetyand logging safety (10m) DisasTerPLAN. Each licensed foster horshall file a

. : isasterplan with the licensing agency that would allow the
i e e oG anc oty st abPCensingagency o entocate and ensure cortinuy o ser
ment vicesto children under the placement and care responsibility or

supervisionof an agency who are displacedadversely &¢cted
(7) FIRE PROTECTION. (&) Smoke detectorsA foster home py 5 disaster Disaster plans shall include all of the following

shallhave one or more single—station battery—operated, electfformation:

cally interconnected or radio signal-emitting smoke deteetbrs (a) Where a familyprovider or childwould go in an evacua

each of the following locations in the home: tion, including one location in the nearbyea and one location out

1. Atthe head of every open stairway of the area.
2. On each floor of the home. (b) Phone numbers, electronic mail addresses, and other con
3. In each sleeping room tactinformation for the foster parent.

Ntzjte:d;hes?j $m0rI§e ge;eftgrllmfa}\ildwe tlJeFen dgtermin_ed bAy a cqm_binatiogpof (c) Contact information for a relative or friend out of the area
Standard and 5. SPS.321.05, The smoke delecior at e head of an open staiwg? will know where the family is located. _
may also serve as the smoke detector for that floor of the home. d) A list of items that the licensee will take if evacuated,
(b) Smoke detector maintenancEhe licensee shall check theincluding any medication and medical equipment for the child.
operatingcondition of eactsmoke detector at least once a month (e) A phone numbethe licensee will call to check in with the
andshall immediately repair or replace any unit or jpém unit licensingagency or caseworker
found to be inoperative. For a single—station battery—operated (]_]_) SAFETY OF INFANTS AND CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES. (a)
smokedetector the battery shall be replaced at least cg®eh A licensing agency maypose additional safety conditions upon
year. alicensee if the licensee cares fartdld under one year of age or
(c) Fire extinguisherA fire extinguisher with a UL rating for achild with mental or physical disabilities when the age, impaired
A, B and C burning materials shall be available in or near tjusigment,or mobility of the child createsdditional safety risks.
kitchen of a foster home. The foster parent shall know how to (b) A licensing agency may require modifications to a foster
operatethe fire extinguisherLicensing agencies may also requirdqlome or other accommodations necessary to meet specific
afire extinguisher near the sleeping areas of the home. requirementsdentified by the child teamor treatment team.
(8) FIRE SAFETY EVACUATION PLAN. (a) The licensee shall Thesemodifications may include any of the following:
developa written plan for thémmediate and safe evacuation of 1. Supplemental electrical service to the home.
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2. Electrical back-up systems that will provide a reliable leveiscrepancybetween the child’ choice and the choice of the

of power in the event of an electrical system failure. child’s parents shall be resolved by the clildaseworker

3. Adequate mechanisms for the safe and legal storage andgm) Teaches the child life skills in situations where the skills
disposalof medical supplies. areused.

4. Minimum and maximum standards for heating and cooling (h) Allows a foster parent to conducsearch without the foster
temperaturesvithin the home. child’s consent if the foster parent believes a search is necessary

5. Structural or cosmetic changes to allow the child acceigsprevent harm to the foster child or another person or because the
into and throughout the home. fosterchild is violating a law The foster parent shall share the

6. Mechanisms for ensuring that eater temperatures from informationabout the search with tlohild’s supervising agency
bathtub,sink, showerand other bathroom fixtures do not excee@aseworker. _ _ _
amaximum safe temperature dfdldegrees Fahrenheit. (hm) Provides daily schedules, routines, environments, and

7. Mechanisms for measuring and achieving established iteractionssimilar to those of other children of the same age and
purity standards in the home. In accordance with the chill’case plan, permanency plan, or

8. Other modifications to accommodate needs identified 69361_tmenlplan. ) . .
the child’s team or treatment team. (i) Lets a child keep and wear his or her own clothing as appro
(c) Any additional conditions imposed under @) or (b) priateto the season or setting unless the clothing is too small for

shallbein writing and reviewed jointly by the licensing agenc hecht”dt;lg prohibited by the chils'’case manager is otherwise
andlicensee before takingfett. nsurtabletor wear

. . . . .Note: An example of clothing unsuitable for wear is clothing infested with lice.
(d) The licensing agency and licensee shall review the €ondi

i d B) f ibl el t loast I (j) Permits a child to receive mail, to make and to receive a rea
'ONnjeL_”L ”ecreiiré?ggcé nzafﬂsgziséxcgp{igj\géggt i‘n dgf‘ss Dé(‘:r"znslé% 3ysonable number délephonecalls and to visit with familyfriends

3)to péy for anynecessary adjustments to the foster home to meet .the speciél ne@@g others unless a visit is contralndlca!l;dhe childs case plan,

of a foster child. by a court order or by another controlling document.

(12) Srairways. Each stairway shall have a handrail. (k) Does not inflict or tolerate infliction gfhysical or verbal
History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8F1-02, EmR0937:  gbuse, physical punishment, ill treatment or hardtuariliating
emerg.r. and recr(4) (b) and (c), am. (5) (b), .cf10m), ef. 1-1-10; CR 10-021:r discioline of the child
andrecr (4) (b) and (c), am. (5) (b),.¢®@m) and (10m) Register September 2010 No: p " . . i
657,eff. 10-1-10; EmR1050: emgram. (8) (a) 2¢r. (8) (a) 3., rand recr(11), ef. (L) Does not require a child to perform labor that financially

1-1-11;CR 10-148: am. (8) (a) 2., ¢8) (a) 3., rand recr(11) Register August 201 ; ; ;
No. 668, ef. 9-1-11; CR 10-021ltranscription error in (5) (b) corrected Registerbeneﬂts’[he foster parent without the chicagreement, approval

Decembe2015 No. 720. of the childs parent or guardian and approval of shipervising
_ agency.

DCF 56.09 Care of foster children. (1) PRINCIPLESFOR (m) Allows the child access to clothing and written and
NURTURING CARE. The foster parent shall provide nurturing Cargecordednaterials and other itenapropriate to the chils’age
to each child placed in a foster home. Nurturing care is care t Ablcomprehension. None of these materials may be permanently
doesall of the following: withheld from the childwithout the specific consent of the child’

(a) Ensureghat the child is provided a humane physical angaseworker.Any withheld material shall be given to the ctsld’
psychologicalenvironment. caseworker who shall determine whether the material should be

(am) Socializes thehild into family living and teaches socialreturnedto thechild or given to the child’parent or guardian. A
and community living skills, including accepting tasks andoster child’s personal belongings may not be damaged
responsibilities. destroyed.

(b) Is respectful of the child as a person. Note: The primary intent of pafm) is to allow a foster child to have clothes,
o ", .. books,recorded music and similar items which the child enjd§s foster parent
(bm) Increases the chilslopportunities to develop decision—does not wish to have certain types of such materials in his or her home, the foster

makingskills and to make informed choices. parentshould communicate that in writing to the licensing agency
(c) Gives thechild room to grow and the maximum of personal (n) Does not permit a child to be mechanically restraired
andphysical freedom appropriate to the clldge and maturity lockedor confined in anenclosure, room, closet or other part of
(cm) Increases the chillindependence in performinasks the house or premises for any reason, except as provided under

andactivities by teaching skills that reduce dependence on cavdb-(5) ().

takers. (o) Responds appropriately to disruptive behavior
(d) Does not deng foster child access to confidential family (19) PHYSICAL RESTRAINT. (&) A foster parent may not use any
planningand reproductive health services. type of physical restraint on a foster child unless the fastéd's

(dm) Educates the child regarding human sexual developmepfghaviorpresents an imminent danger of harm to self or others
asappropriate. andphysical restraint is necessary to contain the risk andtkeep

(e) Does not discriminate against the child becausthef fosterchild and others safe. . .
child's race or cultural identification, sex, age, sexual orientation, (b) A foster parent shall attempt other feasible alternatives to
color, creed, ancestyational origin or disability e—-escalata child and situation beforg using phy5|cal .res.tra'unt.

(em) Promotes cultural understanding sehsitivity in the (C) A foster parent may neise physical restraint as disciplin
child and respects the cultural traditions of the chifmily. ary action, for the convenience of the foster parent, or for thera

(f) Lets the child participate in community activities of thgeutlcpurpos_es. I
child’s choice, including sports and activities of schaolnmu (d) If physical restraint is necessary under (& a foster par
nity, social and religious groups, with this participatiestricted entmay only use the physical restraint in the foIIowmg manner:
only by reasonable curfew hours, cost considerations, a court 1. With the least amount of force necessary and in the least
orderor for a reason agreed upon by the foster parent and fRgtrictivemanner to manage the imminent danger of harm to self

licensingand supervising agencies. or others. _ . _ o
(fm) Increaseshe childs opportunities to interact with diverse 2. That lasts only fothe duration of time that there is an imami
communitypopulations. nentdanger of harm to self or others.

(9) Gives the child reasonable opportunity to voluntarily par 3. That does not include any of the following:
ticipateor not participate in religious practices, activities, and ser a. Any maneuver or technique that does not give adequate
vicesof the childs choice or the choice of the chii@darents. Any attentionand care to protection of the chidiead.
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b. Any maneuver that places pressure or weight on theschild’ (d) Number of childen in a foster home with Level 3 to 5 certi
chest,lungs, sternum, diaphragimack, or abdomen causing chesfication. Notwithstanding par(a), a licensing agency may limit
compression. the number of children fowhom a foster home with a Level 3 to

c. Any maneuver that places pressure, weight, or leveraged certification may provide care and maintenandewer than 4.
the neck or throat, on any artegy on theback of the child head (e) More than 2 childen in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5
or neck, or that otherwise obstruatsrestricts the circulation of certification If a licensingagency plans to place or places more
blood or obstructs an airwaguch astraddling or sitting on the than2 foster children in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 cerifica
child’s torso. tion, the licensing agency shall notify any placing agency or

d. Any type of choke hold. supervisingagency with a child already placed in the home. The

e. Any technique that uses pain inducement to obtain COI1;1]oticeshall be in writing and sent to the placing agency or super

plianceor control, including punchinguitting, hyperextension of vising agency prior to placement of the third or fourth child, if pos

joints, or extended use of pressure points for pain compliance‘.c‘ible' If written notice prior to the additional placement is not pos

ible, the i i hall Il i laci
f. Any technique that involves pushing on or into a chilgiple, the licensing agency shall verbally notify any placing

mouth, nose, oreyes, or covering the chikiface or body with agencyor supervising agency prior to the placement and subse
anything, including softobjects, such as pillows washclothsquentlyprowde written notice.
yming, g ) ' P ’ " (f) Total number of individualseceiving cag. The number of

blankets,and bedding. LN > h ; .
ith ] ¢ if a child is biting hi i individuals receiving care in a foster home, including tuen
4. Notwithstanding subd. 3. f., if a child is biting himself opineqtotal of fosterchildren, minor children of the foster parent,

herselfor other persons, a foster parent may u$ger in @ her children, and adults who need care may not exceed the fol
vibrating motion to stimulate the chilg’'upper lipand cause the lowing:

child’s mouth to open and may lean into the bite with the least . I
amountof force necessary to open the chljiw 1. In afoster home Wl'th alevel1to2 certl_fl.catl'on, 8 persons.
(e) A foster parent shaleport the use of any physical restraint 2. 1n gfoster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification, 6 persons.
to the licensing agency as soon as possible after the imminent dar(g) Children under 2 years of agéh foster parent may not reg
gerhas been resolved but no later than 24 hours after the use ofi@gly provide care fomore than 2 children under 2 years of age,
physicalrestraint. Information shall include a description of thnicluding the combined total of foster children, minor children of
situationthat led to the use of restraint, the nature oféiséraint thefoster parent, and any other children.
thatwas used, any follow-up actions that were taken, any injuries(2) SUPERVISIONOFCHILDREN. (a) The licensee may not com
thatmay have resulted from use of the restraint, ancheditional binethe care of foster children with regular part-time care of other
informationrequired by the licensing agency non-relatecthildren oradults or conduct business or provide ser
(1m) NUMBER OF CHILDREN FOR WHOM CARE MAY BE PRO- vicesin the foster home without the written approval of the licens
VIDED. (a) In general. Care and maintenance may be provideild agency The licensing agency shall confer with any other cer
for no more than 4 children in a foster home. tifying or licensing agencies involved with the additional
(b) Sibling connectionsNotwithstanding paxa), for the pur  ctivities before granting approval and mapprove a request
poseof maintaining sibling connections, a licensing agency m&ly If the foster parent presents satisfactory evidence that the
grantan exception tallow 7 or fewer foster children in a fosteradditionalactivities will not interfere with the quality or manner
home. A licensing agency shall apply to the departmeep of care provided to foster children. The licensing agency may not
tions panl to place 5 or more children in a oster home if neclg¥ % (2208 P°0L AT SREICe 8 Ce e T onter
saryto keep siblings togetheiThe licensing agency shall follow < .
the requirements established undeDE&F 56.02 (2) when grant Underch. DCF 250 or a certified child care hoomeder ch. DCF
ing or requesting an exception under this paragraph and sl the foster home.
modify the licenseo reflect a reduction in the number of foster (b) Both foster parents may not be employed away from the
childrenin the home if any of the children leave. homeon a full-time, part-time or seasonal basis without written
(c) Parental connection Notwithstanding paxa), for the pur  @Pprovalof the licensing agencyWhen there is only one foster
poseof maintaining a parental connection for a minor parent afg'ent.that person mayot be employed away from the home
minor child who are placed togetherlicensing agency may grantWithoutwrittenapproval of the licensing agenciipproval by the
anexception to allow 7 or fewer foster children in a foster homicensingagency for this employment shall depend on the foster
A licensing agency shall apply the department exceptions pandParentor parents presenting satisfactory evidence that drere
to place 8 or morehildren in a foster home if necessary to keepHitable plans for the care of the children &dresponding in
aminor parent and minor child togetheThe licensing agency SMergencisituations during the absenokthe foster parent or
shallfollow the requirements established unddd6F 56.02 (2) Parentsirom the home.
when granting or requesting an exception under this paragraph(c) A person who provides child care for a foster child for-com
andshall modify the license to reflect a reduction in the numbgensation on a regular basis in a location other than thesdioig’
of foster children in the home if any of the children leave. ter home shall be certified under ch. DCF 202 or licensed under
Note: In order to exceed the limit of 4 children in a foster home, any additioneh. DCF 250, 251, or 252.
child must be related to one of t_he |_n|t|al 4 ch|ldr.en placed.ln the hon_19. (d) A licensee may not leave foster children under 10 yﬁars
(cf:m) hPlacement cfontmuny exceptiorNotwithstanding par agewithout supervision by a responsible care provider
(a), for the purpose of maintaining previous existing connections, (©) A licensee shall ensure that fostfldren 10 years of age

alicensing agency may grant arception to allow 7 or fewer fos ; . g ; ;
ter children in a foster home licensing agency shall apply to the®" 01der receive responsible supervision appropriate to their age,
turity and abilities as might reasonably be provided pyua

departmenexceptions panel to place 8 or more children in a fos t  to that ® hild

homeif necessary to allow a child who was previously placed cht parent {o that paresibwn chiidren. o .

the foster home and was on a trial reunification or a child who is (f) A foster parent shall secure authorization fromstigervis
undera voluntary transition-to—independent living agreement {89 agency before taking a foster child out of state for a peried lon
returnto the foster home. The licensing agency shall fotloey 9erthan 48 hours.

requirementestablishedinder s. DCF 56.02 (2) when granting (g) A foster parent shall secure approval of the supervising
or requesting an exception under this paragraph and shall modi§encybefore making plans for the care of a foster child by any
thelicense to reflect a reduction in the number of foskéidren otherperson in or away from the foster home for any period in
in the home if any of the children leave. excesf 48 hours. Pursuant $pecified information in the place
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mentagreement for a foster child, tsepervising agency may (g) No foster child may bpunished or ridiculed for bed-wet
requirea fostemparent to secure agency authorization for periodimg or other lapses in toilet training.
lessthan 48 hours. (h) No foster child may be mechanicatlstrained or locked
(3) HouseHoLDCHORES. (a) A foster parent may require a-fosin any enclosure, room, closet or other part of the house or else
ter child to share in household chores appropriate to the ghil&vhereon the premises for any reason.
age, degreeof maturity mental capabilityhealth, and physical (i) No foster child may be punished by being restritteah
ability. These duties shall not interfexgth a childs school atten  ynlockedroom or area athe home except as follows:
dance family visits, sleep, studiesy religious practice and may 1A foster child under 6 years of age may be restricted to an
notviolate the humane and nurturing care described in sub. (}hiockedliving area of the home for not longer than 10 minutes
(b) Foster children may not be given responsibility for chorégr any episode of misbehavioThe foster child shall bsithin
thatmay cause harm to themselves or others. hearingof a responsible caretaker and shall be permitted use of the
(4) HEeALTH OF FOSTERCHILDREN. (a) Within 30 days after the toilet if necessary
datethat the child is placed in foster care, the foster parent shall 2. A foster child 6 to 10 years of age may be restricted to an
arrangefor medical and dental examinations of the child in acconnlockedliving area of the home for not longer than 30 minutes
dancewith the schedule of the HealthCheck program. An apprfor any episode of misbehaviofrhe foster child shall beithin
priatereproductive health needs and confidential family planningaringof a responsible caretaker and shall be permitted use of the
assessmerghall be a part of the medical examination as includegilet if necessary

'”’\Ehte ':ﬁ]allfh?he':k tpdrogrartn. eaxthorization & e medical 3. Afoster child over 10 years of age may be restricted to an
ote: If the foster parent does not receiveaathorization to provide medical care g ; ;
form signedby a parent or guardian, the foster parent may not be able to obtain H{AbCkedl.lvmg al’e_a of the home fo_r up to 60 m'”.”t‘?s for a.ny epi
requiredmedical services for the child. ithout the consent of the parentgrardian, - S0deof misbehaviar The foster child shall be within hearing

it becomes the responsibility of tpacing agency to ensure that the HealthChecla responsible caretaker asidallbe permitted use of the toilet if
physicalfor the child is completed. necessary.

(b) All foster children shalteceive medical and dental care
under the HealthCheck programless they have private insur
ancethat covers services required in this chapféhe Health

(6) CLoTHING. (a) The licensee shall ensure that funds allo
catedfor the purchase of clothing for foster childrm® used in
sucha manner that children in the licenseeare are comfortably
@hdappropriately dressed within the limits of the funds. Foster
children’sclothing shall be maintained in a state of good repair
Mndcleanliness.

(b) Clothing purchased for a foster child or otherwise provided
a foster child with the understanding that the clothing belongs
the foster child shall be the property of the child and shall be

ered by private insurance. A foster chiédtase record shall
contain medical records utilizing the HealthCheck progra
forms.

(c) The foster parent shall notify the supervising agency gs
soon as possible if a foster child has any seriiusss or any

injury that requires medical treatment. _ givento the child to take when he or she leaves the fhstere.

(d) The foster parent shall ensuhat each foster child who ~ (7y personaLseLonGINGs. When a foster child leaves a foster
needsmedical attentiomeceives appropriate and adequate mediome he or she may take all special equipment or other personal
cal services promptly _ belongingsthat the child had when placed in the foster home, that

(dm) The foster parent shall ensure that each foster child weregiven to the child to keep, that the child received as gifts, or
needs mental health services receives appropriate serviagat were purchased on behalf tife child with public funds,
promptly. unlessthe items are permanentlyfizéd to the foster home.

(e) The foster parent shall ensure that each foster child receiveg8) SpenbingMONEY. The foster parent shall give each foster
2 dental examinations and cleanings per year through a Healihild spending money each week. The amount of spending
Checkprogram referral. moneygiven to a foster child shall lagpropriate to the chilslage

(f) No foster parent may purchase tobacco products for a chilad maturity and in accordance with the ctsldase plan estab
or employ the childi use of tobacco produds part of a treatment lishedby the supervising agency
or behavior modification program. (9) NuTtriTIoN. (a) The foster parent shall ensure that each

(g) 1. Afoster parent may not smoke or allow another perststerchild receives at least 3 mealslay Meals a child receives
to smoke in a foster home or in a vehicle when a foster childaspart of a meals program at school may be counted. A school-
present. agefoster child who does not participate irsehool lunch pro

2. Nothing in this paragraph shall be interpreted to interfejl!am shallbe provided a sack lunch or be provided lunch at the
with traditional or established spiritual or cultural ceremoni ﬁsterhome orshall otherwise have lunch arranged for by or with

involving the use of tobacco. the approval of the foster parent. -
(5) DiscipLNE. (a) Disciplinary action by a foster paremt () The foster parent shall ensure that each fasiéd is pro
any other person serving assabstitute caretaker in the absenc¥ideda quantity and variety of foods §afent to meet the chilg
of the foster parent shall be aimed at encouratjiadoster child nutritional needs anq to maintain his or her health. and growth.
to understand what is appropriate social behavior ~(c) No foster child may be forced to eat against his or her
(b) The type of discipline imposed shall &gpropriate to the wishesexcept by order of and under the supervision of a physi

child’s age and understanding. Cia(nlO) c (@ The fost t
; ; ; ; e DUCATION OF FOSTERCHILDREN. (& e foster paren
(c) Physical punishment of foster children is prohibited. shall make every reasonablda@t to ensure that fostehildren

pro(fa)n@yligg?osggtg;}é%ﬁfsje;éfﬂyt;%sfﬂthi)l?ﬁ%\gerrﬁglr?gﬁqsne“’f school age in their care attend school unless otherwise excused

. Yy school oficials
or to threats to expel the child from the home. )
(e) A licensee may not permit another adult or child, other thﬁei(b) The foster parershall make every reasonabléoefto par

- - ey . ate,as appropriate, in school activities involving foster-chil
aresponsible care providep discipline a foster child. P bprop 9

X - drenin their care.
Note: If the licensee leaves the foster child in the cdr@nother person, such as . .
ababysitterthat other person igsponsible for providing the discipline in accord (c) The foster parent may not provide a home—basiete

ancewith this chapter and any licensing agency policies. educationaprogram to foster children in their care. This does not
() No foster child may be punished by being deprived afpplyto homebound study under 48115 (1), Stats., or as defined
meals,mail, or family interaction. in the childs individualized education program.
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(d) Foster children shall be given the opportunity to develop DCF 56.10 Hearing. (1) ApPeEAL. An applicant fora
appropriatefriendships with schoolmates and to visit their frienddicenseto operate a foster home who is denied a license or a
(e) The foster parent shall provide suitable reading materligenseewhose license is revoked or whose application for
andfacilities for undisturbed reading and study for all foster-chifenewalof the license islenied may appeal the decision by asking

drenin their home who wish to read or who have homewoiRr @ hearing in accordance with ch. 227, Stats. N
assignments. Note: The appeal rights described in this section relate only to licensure decisions.

Fosterparents also have appeal rightsrfon-licensure decisions as provided under
(f) The foster parent shall asdisé agency and any contractec. 48.64 (4), Stats., and ch. HA 3 rules. Any decision made by a circuit court regarding

agencywith the transfer of independeliting skills to and the aplacement or a placed child is not appealable by the foster parent under this section.
preparatiorfor independent living o foster child whose perma  (2) REQUESTFORA HEARING. A request for a hearing shall be
nencyplan indicates the need for these skills and preparation.in writing and shall be addressed to the department of administra
(g) The foster parent shall assist a foster dnilglanning for tion’s division of hearings and appeals. The date of the request for
achievemenof the childs educational or vocational goals. ~ &N€aring shall be the date on which the request is received by that
office. Any request for a hearing shall be received no more than
15 days after the date of the notice of the agency decision tp deny
voke,or not renew the license.
Note: The request for a hearing should be sent to the Division of Hearings and

(11) Case RecoRrDs. (a) The foster parent shall maintain
recordon each foster child. The record shall contain informati
regardingthe child for the entire duration of the placement an

shallcontain at least the following information: Appeals,PO. Box 7875, Madison, Wtonsin 53707 or delivered te Division at
1. The childs name, nickname and any alias by which th%)OSUnlversny Avenue, Suite 201, Madison, W1 53705-5400.
child is known (3) ARRANGEMENTSFORA HEARING. In respons¢o a request
N . for a hearing under this section, the division of hearings and
2. The childs birthdate. 9 ’ g

appealsshall appoint a hearing examinset a date for the hearing
3. Thenames, addresses and telephone numbers of persgiignotify the parties in writing at least 10 days before the hearing
to be notified in an emgency involving the foster child. of the date, time and place of the hearing and of the procedures to
4. The date the child was placed in the foster home. be followed.

bkhleqb History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554f. &-1-02; CR
5. The name, add-ress and telephone num erson or 10-021:am. (2) Register September 2010 No. 657 1€1-10.
agencyplacing the child.

6. The name of the physician to be called in an gemey. DCF 56.12 Foster parent handbook. A licensing

7. Medical informationabout the child, including known agencyshall provide each licensed or prospective foster parent
allergiesand the dates of medical examinations, immunizationjth a copy of the agencyfoster parent handbook prior to or at
illnessesand accidents since the time the child was placéukin thetime of the issuance of the license to operate a foster home.
fosterhome. The foster parenhandbook shall include information on the-fol

Note: This information must be included on the form required by ch. DCF 37lowing topics:

8. The namend address of the chitdtentist and dates the (1) General information, including:

child received dental care sinttee child was placed in the foster (a) Overview of the child welfare system.

home. (b) Description of the purpose of foster care.
9. If the child attendschool while in the foster home, the (c) Overview of the juvenile court system.

nameof the school and the grades the child received. (d) Description of the concept of apdocedures for perma

(b) The foster parent shall give the foster childicord to the nencyplanning, permanenagmal options, and concurrent perma
child’s supervising agency when the child leaves the foster horagncyplanning.

(c) Atthe request of the licensing or supervising agethey (e) Requirements for foster parents to report child abuse or
foster parent shall make the foster chdd’ecord available for neglectunder s. DCF 56.06 (1) (c).
inspectionby that agency A foster childs record may also be (f) A brochure that explains the fosgearent insurance pro

examinedby authorized representatives of the department.  gramand information regarding how to file a claim under that pro
(12) ConriDENTIALITY. The foster parent and other persons igram.

the household having accessconfidential information about the ~ () A brochurethat explains the foster care reimbursement and
foster child and his or her family may not discuss or otherwise digte structure, including the clothing allowance.

closethat information to any other person while the child is in the (2) Agency-specific information, including:

fosterhome or after the chileaves the foster home, except as fol () Agency expectations foster p’arents in V\;orking with chil

lows: - X b X
. . . .. dren'sfamilies and supporting family interaction plans.
(&) To the licensing agency or agency placing the child in the (b) Expectations for foster parenitsworking with the licens

careof the licensee. ing and placing agencies
(b) To another foster parent or respite care provider as-autho - ey o
rized by the agengysuch as when another foster parent is being (c) Confidentiality requirements.

consideredas a placement for the child or the person is providing (d) Description of agency policies and procedunesases of
respitefor the child. legationsof child maltreatment against foster parents.

(c) By order of a court. (e) Procedures in the event of egencies décting the foster

. . arentor any foster child.
(d) As otherwise provided by law P f p yd for fil . d | dth
Note: Disclosure of confidential information is goverrigdss. 48.78 and 48.981 ( ) rocedures for filing g.”evances ?‘” app(_ea s an € pro
(7), Stats., and other state and federal laws and regulations. cesses used by the agency in responttirsgich grievances and

~ History: CR 00-020: ciRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8f-1-02; corrections  a peals.
Enﬁﬁ)oggﬁeﬁgg‘fTg\?irsisdnlfégz"f@éb{olbfﬁf"_?_efd?tgkhi%i%?ff;%f)?f) I(\ld(;; 535g) Procedures for reimbursement for such expenditures as
gg, (ngtér(szg (?e)}n(gé'r(% (1%) ’\(Izé) (g%,? (fs()ei(glg(f())_4E§1n£1%,58_(1€m), : ;n?lgez:;g)) travel costs, clo_thlng for fostgr chlldrep, and _school_ fees.
(bn%’(cm)’ ‘(’dm)’ (em), (fm), (gm). (hm). (0), (1g). (1m) (d) to (33(4)'&1”1), a), (10) (3) Information about caring for children, including:

0,400 0. Um0 O, Q0 B G eeG O D L0, (@) Anachment

(1m) (a) (tite), (b) (tite). (c) (tile), (d) to (g), (4) (dm), (), (10) (), am. (1) (hy, (tm) ~(b) Child development.

(b), (c), (2) (a), (4)e), r and recr(2) (c), r (2) (h), (i) Register August 20INo. 668, (c) Grief and loss.
eff. 9-1-11; EmR1414: emer cr (1m) (cm), eff 8-1-14; CR 14-054: am. (1m) (b), . .
(c), cr. (1m) (cm) Register April 2015 No. 712f.65-1-15. (d) Discipline of foster children.
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(e) Independent living and the transfer of independieiny (5) LEVEL 3MODERATE TREATMENT FOSTERHOME. (a) Licensee
skills. experience 1. An applicant focertification to operate a Level

(4) Informationabout resources for foster families, including3 foster home shall have at least 3 of the following:

(a) A descriptionof the support services available through the @. A minimum of one year of experience as a foster parent or
agencyjncluding the availability of respite care services and holfinship care provider with a child placed in his or heme for at

fosterparents can access those services. leastone year

(b) Contact information for the i&tonsin Foster anddop- . b. A minimum 5 years of experience working with or parent
tive Parent Association, the National Foster Parent Associatidfg children.
theWisconsin Foster Care and Adoption Resource Ceantel if ¢. A minimum of 500 hours oéxperience as a respite care

available,local foster parent associations or support groups. providerfor children under the supervision of a human services

History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8+1-02; EmR0937: agency.
emerg.r. and recref. 1-1-10; CR 10-021: and recr RegisteiSeptember 2010 No. ; ; ;
657, eff. 10-1-10; correction to numbering made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Reg d. A h|gh school dlploma or the equwalent'

ister September 2010 No. 657; correction in (1) () made under s. 13.927) (b) ~ e. A college, vocational, technical, or advanced degree in the
Stats. Register August 2aINo. 668. areaof a childs treatment needs, such as nursing, medicine, social

DCF 56.13 Foster home level of care certification. O ©' psychology . L .
(1) CHILD SPECIFICLICENSE. (a) In this sectiorfchild-specific f. A substantial relationship with the child to be placed
license”means a license to operate a foster home that is issuelf@ughprevious professional or personal experience.
arelative of a child or an individual who has a previous existing 9. Work or personal experience for whitte applicant has
relationship with the child or the chikdfamily. emonstratethe knowledge, skill, abilityand motivation to meet

(b) A child-specific license magmain valid with any granted the needs of a child with a level of need of 3.
waiversor exceptions for the duratiaf the licensing period or 2. If an applicant for certification to operat¢avel 3 foster

upto 6 months after the child returns home or is placed elsewhél@merelies on experience that meets the requirements in subd. 1.
whicheveroccurs first. b. or f. as one of the 3 required criteria in this paragraph, the appli

(c) A foster home operated by a foster paveitt a child-spe cantshall also meet one of the criteria in subd. 1. a., c., e., or g.
cific license may be certified at any level of care. (b) Training. 1. Each foster parent woperates a Level 3 fos
(2) CerTIFICATION. A licensing agency shall certify eafs ter home shall completa minimum of 36 hours of pre—placement

ter home for a level of care under subs. (3) to (7) commensurg@mng under s. DCF 56.14 (6d) before or after initial licensure
with the foster parerg’knowledge, training, skills, experience PUtPrior to the placement of any child in the home.

and relationship to the child in accordance with the licensing 2. Each foster parent who operates a Level 3 foster home shall
agency'sprogramming and capacity completea minimum of 24 hours of initial licensing training under

(3) LEVEL 1 CHILD-SPECIFICFOSTERHOME. (@) Child—specific s.DCF 56.14 (7€) during the initial licensing period.
license A licensing agency may grant a Level 1 certification only 3. Each foster parent who operates a Level 3 foster home shall

to a foster home operatéy a foster parent with a child-specificcompletel8 hours of ongoing training under s. DCF 56.14 (8) in
license. eachl12-month period of licensure subsequerheinitial licens

(b) Training. Each foster parent who operates a Level 1 fostéd period. . L
home shall complete a minimum of 6 hours of pre-placement (c) References An applicant for certification to operate a
training under s. DCF 56.14 (6) before or after the placement b¢ve! 3 foster home shall submitlagst 4 favorable reference-let
achild but no later than 6 months after the dtimitial licensure. ters,as follows:

Note: A foster parent with a child-specific license often does not actually receive 1. ‘From whom.” a. Three of the letters shall be written by
this training before placement of thekild but it is still referred to as “pre-placement personaunrelated to the applicant. At least one of these reference

training.” lettersshall be regarding the applicantjualifications under par
(4) LeVEL 2BASICFOSTERHOME. (&) Training. 1. a. Each fes (a) 1., excluding gar(a) gl d. PP 4 Pa

ter parent whooperates a Level 2 foster home shall complete'a
minimum of 6 hours of pre-placement traininmder s. DCF
56.14(6) before or afteinitial licensure but prior to the placemen
of any child in the home.

b. Notwithstanding subd. 1. a., each fogparent with a -
child-specificlicense whooperates a Level 2 foster home shall & How long the person giving the reference has known the
completethe pre-placement training under s. DCF 56.14 (PPlicant. _ _
beforeor after the placement of a child but no later than 6 months P. Under whatircumstances he or she knows the applicant.
afterthe date of initial licensure. c. His or her knowledge of the applicamtjualifications and

Note: A foster parent with a child-specific license often does not actually receigharacteristicsinder s. DCF 56.05 (1) (b).
this training before placement of tlekild but it is still referred to as “pre—placement (6) LEVEL 4 SPECIALIZED TREATMENT EOSTER HOME. (a)

ram';? Each foster parent who operates a L2vester home shall Licenseeexperience 1. Anapplicant for certification to operate
g Level 4 foster home shall have at least 4 of the following:

completea minimum of 30 hours of initial licensing training unde " > . ; .
s.DCF 56.14 (7) during the initial licensing period. a. A minimum of one year of experience with children with

3. Each foster parent who operates a Level 2 foster home Sﬁéﬁ}lli?cli g‘;;&e&j igfrﬁsgrahfgrstﬁgrggr?grt gtr llgggpié)ncéa;zgrrovider with

completel0 hours of ongoing training under s. DCF 56.14 (8) Ac e i - _
each12-month period of licensure subsequerheoinitial licens b. A minimum of 5 years of experience working with or-par
ing period. entingchildren.

(b) References.An applicant for certification to operate a G- A minimum of 500 hours oéxperience as a respite care
Level 2 foster home shall submitlagst 3 favorable reference-let Providerfor children under the supervision of a human services
ters written by persons unrelated to the applicanteférencdet  a9€ncy. _ _
ter shall include a statement indicating how long the person giving d. A high school diploma or the equivalent.
thereference has known the applicamder what circumstances e. A college, vocational, technical, or advanced degree in the
he or she knows the applicant, and his or her knowledge of thraof a childs treatment needs, such as nursing, medicine, social
applicant’'scharacteristics under s. DCF 56.05 (1) (b). work, or psychology

b. The fourth favorableeference letter shall be from a rela
ttive, preferably from an adult child if applicable.

2. ‘Content.” Each reference letter shall includgaement
indicatingall of the following:
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f. A substantial relationship with the child to be placed 1. A program description, information on personnel, and
throughprevious professional or personal experience. informationon a specific child or the population to be served.

g. Work or personal experience for whittie applicant has 2. If for a specific child, letters on the appropriateness of a
demonstratethe knowledge, skill, abilityand motivation to meet Level 5 foster home for the child from parents, therapists, social
the needs of children with a level of need of 4. workers, physicians, anather professionals who are currently

2. If an applicant for certification to operatéevel 4 foster Worlfing inth thel_ Ctt‘,”d- f dication of a Level 5 fosten
H ¢ H H ote: n application ftor certfcation orf a eve ostemome,
homerelies on experience .that m.eEt.S t.he r_equwements in SudeZ)CTF—F—2559—E—E:an be found on the department website at http://dcf.wiscon
b. or f. as one of the 4 required criteria in this paragraph, the appih.gov/children/foster/forms/formsINDX.htm.

cantshall also meet one of the criteria in subd. 1. a., c., €., 0or g. (d) Level 5 is the only shift-staffed foster hordefoster parent
(b) Training. 1. Each foster parent whperates a Level 4 fos may do any of the following onlyf the foster home has a Level

ter home shall completa minimum of 40 hours of pre—placemenb certification:

trainingunder s. DCF 56.14 (6h) before or after initial licensure 1. Live in a residence that is not the foster home.

but prior to the placement of any child in the home. 2. Provide less than 50 percent of a chilcre.

2. Each foster parent who operates a Level 4 foster home shalle) Program manager 1. ‘Responsibilities.” A licensing
completea minimum of 30 hours of initial licensing training undegpgencyshall ensure that each Level 5 foster home has a program
s. DCF 56.14 (7e) during the initial licensing period. managemho is the foster parent and licensee for the Level 5 foster

3. Each foster parent who operates a Level 4 foster home shalne. In conjunction with the program managerlicensing,
complete24 hours of ongoing training under s. DCF 56.14 (8) iplacing, or supervising agency shall oversee program operation
eachl12-month period of licensure subsequernh#initial licens  anddevelopment of a Level 5 foster home and do all of the fellow
ing period. ing:

(c) References An applicant for certification to operate a  a. Review the appropriateness of admission of each thild
Level 4 foster home shall submitlafst 4 favorable reference-let the Level 5 foster home with the licensing agency
tersas follows: b. Participate indeveloping, reviewing, and updating child

1. ‘From whom.” a. Three of the letters shall be written bgssessmentnd treatment plans.
personsunrelated to the applicant. At least one of these reference c. Provide technical assistance to programf stafl the
lettersshall be regarding the applicantjualifications under par licensing,placing,and supervisory agencies, including supervi

(@) 1., excluding para) 1. d. sion, support, consultatiooaching, stafdevelopment, and sfaf
b. The fourth favorableeference letter shall be from a rela monitoring.
tive, preferably from an adult child if applicable. d. Periodically reviewand update the Level 5 foster home
2. ‘Content.” Each reference letter shall includstatement Policiesand procedures.
indicatingall of the following: e. Oversee the day-to—day operations of the Leviekger
a. How long the person giving the reference has known tR@me.including hiring, training, and evaluating program fstaf
applicant. f. Participate in the child treatment team as the foster parent.

b. Under whatircumstances he or she knows the applicant. 3. ‘Managemenskills.” An applicant to be a program man
c. His or her knowledge of the applicangjualifications and agerof a Level 5 foster home shall have either of the following:

characteristicsinder s. DCF 56.05 (1) (b). a. Previous gmployment as a manager or supervisor

(7) LEVEL 5 EXCEPTIONAL TREATMENT FOSTERHOME. (a) Need b. A professional development plan to develop management
for Level 5 An applicant for certification to operate a Level 5 fosandsupervisory skills. _ o _
ter home, in conjunction with a licensingencymay apply to the 4. ‘Education or experience in human services.” An applicant
departmenexceptions panel if all of the following circumstance$or a program manager position for a Level 5 foster hehgs
exist: haveat least one of the following:

1. A placement is needed for a child with the followaumdi a. A 4-year college degree froam accredited college or uni

tions: versity with a major in social work; sociology; specglucation;

a. The child has behaviors or conditions that require a hi rtified nursing assistant, ather health related field; education;
degreeof supervision and overnight awake care that is provid any other area in human services field as approved by the

by program stdfwho rotate shifts within a 24-hour period. department.

b. The child will benefit from a home-like environment that . : : :
) h : b. Two years of supervised full-time work experience in an
hasfewer children than a group home or residential care Cm"terout—of—home:are program or assisted living program with adults.

childrenand youth. . . .
y_ . c. Personal experieneeth a family member who has needs
c. The child is expected to need long-term care or has negflSiiar to the population to be served.
agreedo by the department. . . . 5. ‘Pre—placement training.” Arogram manager for a Level
2. All other community placement options have been inves§ foster home shall complete a minimum of 40 hours of pre~place

gatedand determined to be unavailable or not in the best imerﬁ?énttraining undes. DCF 56.14 (6p) before or after initial licen

of the child. _ o N surebut prior to the placement of any child in the home.
Note: A foster home with &evel 4 or lower certification level and additional &taf

thatprovide less than 50% of a chiictare should be considered as the first option 6. ‘Initial licensing training.” A program manager for a Level
when the child needs additional treatment or services. 5 foster home shall complete a minimum of I88urs of initial
(b) Clarify specific and limited ciumstances befersubmit  licensingtraining under s. DCF 56.14 (7s) during the initial licens
ting an application Prior to submitting an application to operaténg period.
alevel 5 foster home, a licensing agency shall inform the depart 7. ‘Ongoing training.” Aprogram manager for a Level 5 fos
ment exceptions panel chairperson of the ageriotént, discuss ter home shaltomplete a minimum of 24 hours of ongoing train
the agency plans, and clarify departmeequirements for certi ing under s. DCF 56.14 (8) in each 12—month period of licensure
fication of a Level 5 foster home. subsequento the initial licensing period.
(c) Application An application for certification to operate a (f) Program staff 1. ‘Staf ratios.” A Level 5 foster home shall
Level 5 foster home shall be on a form prescribed by the depdrave program stdfin sufficient numbers to meet the following
ment and shall include all of the following: staff ratios:

ggychology;counseling and guidanceriminal justice; nursing,
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a. One program sfgberson for every 2hildren during wak Note: A HealthCheck form may be obtained by contacting the local pobtitth

ing hours department.
' ; : 8. ‘Health concerns.’ If a licensing agency or the department
ing Eblﬁge program sterson for every 4 children during sleep hasreason to believe that the physicahmental health of a pro

. - - . . .. gramstaf person for a Level 5 foster home may pose a threat of
2. ‘Ratios are minimum.” A licensing, placing, or SUpervisingarmto children or to the quality and manner of their carthar

agencyor the department may require the number of prograf stgfe program stdfperson is not able to provide responsible care for

on duty to be higher than the minimum requirements in sibd. chjjgren, the licensing agency or the department may require that

asnecessary to meet the needs of the children ptawtb ensure o program stdfperson submit a written statemémm a physi

their safety and welfare. ) cianor, if appropriate, a licensedental health professional on the

3. ‘Responsibilities.” Program stahall be responsible for physicalor mental condition of the program dtpérson and the
daily supervision of the children and direct care to the children $@ssibleeffect of that conditioron the foster home or the children

ensuretheir safety and well-being. in care.

4. ‘Qualifications.” An applicant for a program dtpbsition 9. ‘Background check.” A program manager dfevel 5 fos
shallhave at least one of the following qualifications: ter home shall require each program fsfrson to complete a

a. A bachelor or associates degree from an accredited colléagekground information disclosure form designated by the
or university with a major in a field specified in pé&) 4. a. departmenand shall conduct a caregiver background check under

b. Current enroliment iand regularly attending an accreditecs. 48.685, Stats., and ch. DCF 12 every 4 years or atiagy
collegeor university with a major in a field specified in p@) 4. within that period.
a. 10. ‘Training and orientation.” Eagbrogram stdfperson
c. At least ongearof full-time experience working in a for who provides care for a child in a Level 5 foster home shall do all
mal program with the type of childopulation served by the Level of the following before working independently with a child:
5 foster home where the applicant is applying for employment. a. Complete a minimum 40 hours of pre—placement training
d. Certificationas a child and youth care worker under thenders. DCF 56.14 (6t).

standard®f the Wisconsin Association of Child andMth Care b. Work with qualified, experienced program $taf similar
Professional®r other department-recognized certifying authoiprofessionaldor at least the first 80 hours of employment.
ity. 11. ‘Ongoing training.” Each program st@ierson who pro

Note: A copy of the standards of theistionsin Association of Child and¥th  yjides care fora child in a Level 5 foster home shall complete a
CareProfessionals can be obtained from the wmaeycp.og or 161 WWisconsin e . L
Avenue,Milwaukee, WI 53202; telephone (414) 227-3130. minimumof 24 hours of ongoing training under s. DCF 56.14 (8)

e. Completion of a traineeship program in which prograrW each year oemployment subsequent to the initial year of
staff work with qualified, experienced program §taf atleast €mployment.
thefirst 120 hours of employment before working independently (9) Volunteers Each volunteer used by a Level 5 foster home

with a child. shall be supervisetly a program stiperson and may not work
Note: This is an additional 40 hours to the 80 hours required under s. DCF seiliglependentlywith a child. Before a volunteer may begin-per
(7) (M 10. b. forming activities,the program manager shall do all of the foHow
5. ‘Age.” A program stdfperson who isired or contracted ing:
for on or after January 1, 2D1shall be at least 21 years old. 1. Notify the licensing agency
6. ‘Hiring and employment.” Before an applicant fqura- 2. Orient the volunteer to the activities that the volunteer may

gramstaf position in a Level 5 foster home begins employmengerformas specifiedn the foster homs’personnel policies and
the program manager shalb all of the following regarding the procedures.

applicant: _ 3. Get permission from the chiparent or guardian to allow
a. Conduct and document a caregiver background cheek pie volunteer to perform the activities.
suantto s. 48.685, Stats., and ch. DCF 12. 4. Require each volunteer to maintain in confidence allinfor

b. Make a determination that the applicant has the capacitynf@tionabout the foster child and the childamily.
successfullynurture and care for children and does not have-a his ) pjacements into a Level 5 foster hone ‘Last community
tory o_f a civil action, <_:r|m|nal convictiorr admlnlstfatlve rul_e option.” A licensing agency and program manger shall only con
violation that substantially relates to the care of a child or a hist erplacing a child into a Level 5 foster home as the last commu
of xercising unsound Judgmen or abuse of acofol o U5 iy placement opion when all other communiy placement
adminiétrativerulgviolationis subgstantially related to the care of children, con’sulpptl_OnShaVe be_en investigated E_md deemed t? be _unava”able or
s.DCF 12.06. notin the best interest of the child and the chi&hefits from a

c. Make a determination that the applicant has not hadn@rehome-like environment with fewer children than that-pro
licenseto operate a foster home, group home, or residential caidedin a group home or residentizdre center for children and
centerfor children and youth revoked denied within the last 2 youth.
years. 2. ‘Compatibility with other children.” Before a new chid

d. Obtain favorable references from at least 3 non-relativgdacedin a Level 5 foster home, a licensing agency and the pro
with documentation by letter or by notes of a verbal contact- Ddyam manager shall evaluate the compatibility of this child with
umentatiorshall include how longhe person giving the referencethe children currently placed in the home. The placement of a
has known theapplicant, under what circumstances he or slild in a Level 5 foster home may not displace or endanger the
knowsthe applicant, antis or her knowledge of the applicant’ health, safetyor well-being of any child currently placedtime
qualifications. fosterhome.

7. ‘Health exam.” Upon hire and before working with resi 3. ‘Coordinate transitions.” A licensing agermyd the pro
dents,a program manager shall require each prograrpeefon  grammanager of a Leve foster home shall carefully plan and
to have a tuberculosis test and provide a statefnemta physi  coordinatetransitions into and out of a Level 5 foster honith
cian, physician assistant, orHealthCheck provider that the pro specialconsideration to the school the child will atte_nd, medica_l
gramstaf person meets the minimum physical requirements andmental health providers, community-based services, and dis
the position, is in general good health, and does not have a c@hledadult long-term support program services.
municabledisease. The statement shall be based on a medical4. ‘Medically—fragile child.” A licensing agency and the pro
examinationperformed within the previous 6 months. grammanageshall ensure that the treatment plan for a medical
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ly—fragile child who is placed in a Level 5 foster hoineludes vocational-technicaéducation, the university system, and the

emergencymedical protocols. departmenshall studyneeds and resources and advise the depart
5. ‘Waiver funding.’ A licensing agency and the prograrfn€nton specific training needs and quality of materials.

managesshall notify the department of health services if there is (3) QUALIFICATIONS OF TRAINERS. Persons preparing or pre

or will be an application submitted to support a ckilpfacement sentingmaterials for foster parent training shall have expeiriise

in a Level5 foster home with funding under the disabled-chithe subject matter as evidenced by prior experience or education,

dren'slong—term support program as defined in s. 46.(1y), anability to communicat¢heir knowledge, and cultural compe

Stats. tence.

Note: Under s. 46.01L(1g), Stats., the “disabled childretdong—term support pro i
gram” means the programs descrihguer 2001 Wgconsin Act 16, section 9123 (4) TRAINING EXPENSES. (@) The department shaitovide

{16rs)0r 2003 Visconsin Act 33, section 9124 (8c). fundsto county agencies and, in a county with a population of
(m) Respite ca A Level 5 foster home may only provideMOre than 500,000, the departmetd, enable foster parents to

respitecare to a child who was previously placed in the home fendtraining. The funds may be used for materials, fees, trans
child specifically identifiedand approved by the department on Rportation, and child care expenses incurred to attend training that
plannedbasis, or a child whbas needs agreed to by the departS réquired or approved under this section or s. DCF 56.13.
ment. (b) No Ilcen5|ng agency of a foster home with a Level 3 to5
(n) Interagency memorandum of understandilfga require certificationor licensedprivate child—placing agency may require

mentin this chapter is not designated as the responsibility of40Ster parent to pay to attend training under this section.
licensingagencyplacing agencgyor supervising agencsll agen (5) TRAINING REQUIREMENTS. (a) Level of cae certlflcatlon_ N
ciesinvolvedin providing care and maintenance, supervision, &ach foster parent shall complete any pre—placement, initial
servicesfor a child placed in a Level ster home shall enter alicensing,or ongoing training required for the foster hosrievel
memorandunof understanding to determine responsibility for a@f care certification under s. DCF 56.13, except as provided.in par
requirementgor which responsibility is not designated. (c) and subs. (6) (b) and (7) (c) and (d).

(8) LEVEL 370 5 FOSTERCARE. The foster care provided for a (b) Each foster pant The foster parent trainingquirements
child with a level of need of 3 or higher in a foskeme with a  in this section and s. DCF 56.13 apply to each foster parentidenti
certificationof Level 3 to 5 shall do all of the following: fied on the license to operate the foster home.

(a) Use a family-based armbmmunity—based approach to (¢) Proposed adoptive pant A foster parent who is licensed
treatmentfor a child with physical, mental, medical, substancgolely for the purpose of adoption of a domestic infant under s.
abusegcognitive, intellectual, behavioral, developmental, or sim#8.837,Stats., or a foreign child under s. 48.88%18.97, Stats.,
lar problems. will not be required to complete the traininghis section if the

(b) Make eforts to change the behaviorameliorate the con foster parent completes the pre—adoption preparation training

dition that, in whole or in part, resulted ine childs separation 'éduiredunders. DCF 51.10.
from his or her family (6) PRE-PLACEMENTTRAINING FOR LEVELS 1 AND 2. (&) The

(c) Use specially selected asgecificallytrained foster par d€partmentshall approvea standardized curriculum for pre-
ents who are the primary change agents in the treapnecess placementraining for a foster parent who operates a foster home
andwho have shared responsibility for implementing the chilgWith a Level 1 or 2 certification that includes information on all
treatment plan with other treatment team members. of the following:

History: EmRO0937: emgy. cr eff. 1-1-10; CR 10-021: cRegister September 1. Foster care overview

2010No. 657, ff 10-1-10; EmR1050: . (1) to be (1 , (b) and Y i

o (D) 0). (5110, (B), am (1), (1) (e ). (I ) i, (a) L2 5 e of 2 Expectations of foster parents.

1-1-11;CR 10-148: renum. (1) to be (1) (a), (b) and am(lgr(c), (5) to (8), am. 3. Caring for children in foster care.

(title), (1) (title), (2), (3), (4) (ttle), (@) 1., 2., 3., (b) Register Augusti2Nd. 668, . . .. . .

eff. 9-1-11; correction in (7) (h) 4., 5. made unded3.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register 4. Developing and maintaining family connections.
August2011 No. 668 correction in (7) (f) 6. a. and 9. under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., 5. Foster family self care.

Stats.,Register June 2016 No. 726.
(b) A foster parent who obtains a license to operate a foster

DCF 56.14 Foster parent training. (1) PURPOSES. This homewith Level 1 or Zertification before January 1, 201s not
sectionimplements s. 48.67 (4), Stats., which requires all fostégquiredto complete the pre—placement training under this sub
parentsto successfullgomplete training in the care and supporg€ctionunless otherwise required by the licensing agency
needsof children who are placed in foster care that has been(6d) PRE-PLACEMENTTRAINING FORLEVEL 3. (a) 1. The pre—
approvedby the department. The purposes of foster parent trajlacementraining for a foster parent who operates a Level 3 fos
ing are to: ter home shall include the standardizrdricula provided under

(a) Improve the quality of care provided to children who livéuPs.(6) (&) and (7) (a).
in foster or adoptive homes. 2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a licensiagency may submit

(b) Prepardoster and adoptive families to care for and providt® the department for approvapeoposed pre-placement training
stability for foster children in their homes. curriculumthat is designed to meet the needs of foster parents

(c) Promote communication, respect, and understandiﬂ%ensedby that agency The pre—placement trainifigr a foster

amongall involved parties, with a focus on workifgy the best rentwho operates a Level 3 foster home may be a curriculum
interests of the foster child. thathas been approved by the department.

(d) Provide opportunities to foster parents to mutually exploEFa(b) 1. Trainers for the portion of the Level 3 pre—placement

. o ining standardized curriculum that is provided under sub. (7)
their values, strengths, limitations, and needs as they nelat€,y shai he an agency staferson or contractor and a foster or
compatibility with foster and adoptive children.

(e) Develop an understanding of the child welfare system aﬁgoptiveparent.
) ; 2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a fosfgrent may attend a pre—
theimportance of permanency for _chlldren. . lacementtraining for which no fosteor adoptive parent is a

() Encourage foster and adoptive parent networking and tE'Sinerif the licensing agency approves and provides oppertuni
use of resources. ties for the foster parent attendirtige training to participate in

(2) Apvisory commITTEE. A statewide advisory committee activitiesor programs that promote networking among foster par
appointedby the department and representing cowggncies, entsand provide an opportunity for an experienced foster parent
private child—placing agencies, tribal agencies, foster parents) answer questions from the new foster parent.
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(6h) PRE-PLACEMENTTRAINING FORLEVEL 4. (a) 1. The pre— (b) 1. Trainers for the Level 2 initial licensing training shall
placementraining for a foster parent who operates a Level 4 fobe an agency sthperson or contractor and a foster or adoptive
ter home shall include all of the following: parent.

a. The standardized curricula provided under subs. (6) (a) and 2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a foster parent may attend-an ini
(7) (a). tial licensing training for which no foster or adoptive parent is a

b. Fourhours of training on child-specific or population-spetrainerif the licensing agency approves and provides oppertuni
cific information. ties for the foster parent attendirige training to participate in

2. Notwithstanding subd. 1. a., a licensagency may submit activitiesor programs that promote networking among foster par

. . _entsand provide an opportunity for an experienced foster parent
to the department for approvapeoposed pre—placement tralnlngm answeFr) questions f[r)gm the r):ew foster %arent. P

curriculumthat is designed to meet the needs of foster parents .
licensedby that agency The pre-placement trainirigr a foster _ (C) A foster parent who operates a Level 2 foster home that is
nsedbefore January 1, 201shall complete the initial licens

parentwho operates a Level 4 foster home may be a curriculUif€Nsed i
thathas been approved by the department. Ing trainingbefore January 1, 2015, except as provided under par

. ; ).
(b) 1. Trainers for the portion of the Level 4 pre—placemer“fj .
training standardized curriculum that is provided under sub. ( i?: (d) A foster parent who operates a Level 2 foster home that is

(a) shall be an agency staferson or contractor and a foster oficensedoefore January 1, 20land who provides verification to
adoptiveparent. thelicensing agency that he or she successfully completed-a com

) . _petency—-baseghre—service foster parent training as described in
2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a fosfearent may attend a pre=y,e qenartment DCFS Memo Series 2002-12 is not requied

placementtraining for which no fosteor adoptive parent is a complywith par (c)

t_ralnerlf the Ilcensmg agency approves_a_nd prowde.s _opper_tunl Note: DCFS MemoSeries 2002-12 was issu@ on Septembe 18, 2002 It is

ties for the foster parent attendirige training to participate in availableat http:/dcf.wisconsin.gov/memos/num_memos/2002/20Q2HTM.

activitiesor programs that promote networking among foster pafcceptablecompetency-basedre-servie foste parert training includes the

entsand provide an opportunity for an experienced foster paréifinersin Atermative Care Education (PACE curriculum. o

to answer questions from the new foster parent. i (7e_) |l;lIT!AI__ LI;:ENSIfNGtTRAININGt FOhR LEVEL t3. Tklie |n||téafl .
(6p) PRE-PLACEMENT TRAINING FOR LEVEL 5 PROGRAM MAN- icensingtraining for a foster parent who operates a Level 3 foster

AGERS. The pre—placement training for a foster parent who ishgmesha]l .|nclude information on all of the following:
programmanager of a Level foster home shall include infor (&) Crisis management

mationon all of the following: (b) Sexuality and sexual boundaries.
(a) The standardized curriculum provided under sub. (6) (a). (¢) Sexual abuse.
(b) School advocacy (d) Effects of maltreatment and trauma on child development.
(c) Cardiopulmonary resuscitation. (e) Building life skills.
(d) First aid. (f) Building birth family and cultural connections.

(g) Other topics required by the licensing agency

(7m) INITIAL LICENSING TRAINING FOR LEVEL 4. The initial
licensingtraining for a foster parent who operates a Level 4 foster

(e) Blood-borne pathogens.
() Medication management.

(g) Patients rights. homeshall include information on all of the following:

(h) Positive behavioral supports. (a) The topics listed in sub. (7e).

(!) Individual service plans. (b) Six hoursof child—specific or population—specific training.

() Emegency plans. (7s) INITIAL LICENSING TRAINING FOR LEVEL 5 PROGRAMMAN -

(k) Four hours of child-specific or population-specific trainacers. The initial licensing training for a foster parent who is a
ing, orientation, or observation. programmanager for a Level 5 foster home shall incliderma

(6t) PRE-PLACEMENT TRAINING FOR LEVEL 5 PROGRAM STAFF.  tion on all of the following:
The pre—placement training for program $taf a Level 5 foster (&) The topics listed in sub. (7e).
homeshall include information on all of the following: (b) Six hoursof child-specific or population—specific training.

(a) The standardized curriculum provided under sub. (6) (a). (8) OncoiNG TRAINING. (a) Individualized training plan At
(b) The topics listed in sub. (6p) (b) to (j). the time of renewal of dicense to operate a foster home, the
(c) Fifteen hours of child—specific gropulation—specific licensingagency and the foster parent shall evaluate the foster par
training, orientation, or observation. ent'soverall performancand develop an individualized training
art planfor the foster parent based bis or her demonstrated need

(7) INITIAL LICENSING TRAINING FORLEVEL 2. (a) The dep L . A ) . .
mentshall approve a standardized curriculum for initial Iicensinﬁ’gIr training in particular topics an managing specific case situa

trainingfor a foster parent who operates a Level 2 foster home t
includesinformation on all of the following:

1. Permanency

(b) Licensing agency appval. The licensing agencshall
approvea foster parerg’ongoingraining based on the following:
1. The content of the training shall meet at least one of the pur

2. Cu!tural dynamics in placement. posesof foster parent training under sub. (1) and conform with the
3. Child abuse and neglect. fosterparents individualized training plan, unless a greatain-

4. The impact of maltreatment on child development. ing need is demonstrated after the plan was developed.

5. Attachment. 1g. In addition to subd. 1., trewntent of ongoing training for

6. Separation and placement. afoster parent who operates a Level 4 foster home shall include
7. The importance of maintaining a foster chiltiimily con 8 hours of child-specific or population—specific training.

1r. In addition to subd. 1., treontent of ongoing training for
programmanagers and program $tidr a Level 5 foster home
shallinclude all of the following:

nections.
8. Guidance and positive discipline.

9'_ ACCesS 1o resources. o o ) a. Child maltreatment and reporting requirements.
Note: The standardized curriculum for initial licensing training is\Wisconsin
FoundationTraining for Foster Pagnts b. Prompt and adequate treatment.
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c. Any required reauthorizations for first aid, blood—born&vith a level of need of 3 or higher in the agesayare who is

pathogensand cardiopulmonary resuscitation. placedin a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification:
d. Eight hours of child-specific or population—specific train 1. Providethe foster parent with the telephone number of a
ing. supervisingagency caseworketounselgrclinical consultant, or
2. The format of the training madgclude any of the follow clinical staf member who will provide crisis intervention, emer
ing: gencycounseling, and related services to the foster parent on a
a. Face-to-face consultation wigitofessionals with exper 24~hourper day7-day per week basis. o
tise in specific identified areas. 2. Respond to a request from a foster parent for crisis inter
b. Wideo, audio, and web-based presentations vention,emegency counseling, and related services within one
' ' ’ ' hour.
+ Support groups. 3. Provide or arrange for additional child care persoduel
- Adult education courses. ing stressful or critical periods, as determined by the treatment
Books, periodicals, and web—based resources. team.
Television and radio presentations. Note: An example of a stressful or critical period might be the time from the end

Mentor famil ltati of the school day until bedtime.

entor family consuftations. . 4. Assist and suppattte foster parent in obtaining any medi
Conferences, workshops, seminars, and webinars. 4| supplies and services required for the chifdequired med
. The total credit given for training using books, periodicalgal supplies and services are not included in the treatmentipan,
and web—-based resources under subd. 2. e. and television gn@ervisingagency and placing agency shall revise the treatment
radio presentations under subd. 2. f. may not exceed 20 percenglahto include the required medical supplies and services and to
the required hours. determinefinancial responsibility

4. The cost of a particular training option and the usefulness 5. Ensure that a child with a severe emotional disturbance has
of the skills or knowledge that is expected to be gained shall &€linical consultant assigned to the casesodial workercase
considered. worker, or other professional involved with the case may also

(c) Department as trainingesource The department shall serveas the clinical consultant. The clinical consultant shall have
maintainan inventoryof resources for foster parent training andll of the following qualifications:
shall coordinate statewideggional, and local training programs  a. A masters degree in social work, psychologhild devel
to prevent duplication of rt. opment,or counseling.

History: EmRO0937: emer. ct eff. 1-1-10; CR 10-021: cRegister September f e ;
2010No. 657, &ff 10-1-10: corrections in (1), (5) (@), @) and (7) (b) to (d) made b. A license or certification under ch. 457, Stats., and ch.

under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1. and 7., Stats., Register September 2010 No. 657; EmRINIBSW 3, 6, 1, 12, or 17.

| . (4), (7) (b) to be (4) (a), (7) (b) 1. and b), (6d), (6h), (6p), - ; : ; ;
'(sgqt)er(%?n l(J7r?11)( 27§),) ((8)) (%) fg()l(g)m( ()6§ ()titlein(a? r(?rf?roc:.()v)(é)’ 27)( (tihe()’p()a c. A minimum of2 years of experience working with seri

7 -and am., c4) (b), (6d), (6h), (6p), (6Y), (7 o (€)M, (£S).. d. Knowledge of the neurological, biological, and psychiatric
i\%'g’ﬁé'éé“ﬁ‘ﬁ)o(.“g%,(%? Sftlr?a’i.(b)’ (7) (i), (@) (intro.). (€. (2) (b) 3. Register component®f emotional disturbances.
6. Evaluate the child’' progress and provide services identi
DCF 56.15 Supervising agency. (1) AGeNcyREsPON  fied in the aftercare plan following termination of a placement.
SIBILITIES. (a) A supervising agency shall do,cantract forall  The childs treatment team shall determine how long these ser
of the following for each child in the agensyare: vices shall be provided. The aftercare plan shall identify fol
1. Ensure that every child is assigned a supervising ager@y—upsupportservices for the child, the chikiparent, or other
caseworkerin coordination with the placing agendfydifferent. ~careproviders, including any of the following:
2. Providethe foster parent with the telephone number of a a. Phone contact.
socialworker or supervising agency casewonké&o will provide b. Consultations bprofessionals in the chiklhome to assist
crisis intervention, emgency counseling, and related servioes the child’s family implement the permanenplan, provide skill
a24-hour per day’—day per week basis for the foster parent. training for specific problems, and provide support for the child’
3. Support and assist the foster parent fecgively fulfill ~ family.
responsibilitiedn this chapter and to the chédeam or treatment c. Participation in parent groups.
team. d. Crisis intervention.
4. Notify the clerk of the school district in which a foster home e For youth who will live independentlfollow-up support
is located when a school-age child is placed in that foster horggyyicesmayinclude housing assistance, job location, and- indi
as required under s. 48.64 (1r), Stats. The notification sh@iqual support.

includeall of the following: (Im) MULTIPLE AGENCIES. If more than one agency is per
a. The name, address, and phone numbtteofoster parent. forming supervisingresponsibilities under subs. (1) and (3), the

wTae "o a0

b. The name of the foster child. agencieshall specify in writingvhich agency is responsible for
c. Information about the child required by the school, &gchrequirement.
allowedunder any applicable confidentiality laws. (2) QUALIFICATIONS FOR SUPERVISING AGENCY CASEWORKER

5. Advocate forthe child with the child school, medical FORLEVEL3TOS5. A supervising agency caseworker shall haive
facility, or any other program in which the child is involved t®f the following qualifications to perform the responsibilities
ensurethat services provided to the child are consistent with th@dersub. (3) fora child with a level of need of 3 or higher in the
caseplan; permanency plan; and treatment plan, if applicable.2gency’scare who is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5

6. Assistthe foster parents with any necessary arrangemefgdtification: .
in an emegency situation. (@) One of the following: _ _

7. Arrange forcare of a foster child in the event that the foster 1. A masteis degree or higher in a social wankrelated field.
parent isunavailableto provide care on a temporary basis, inrcon 2. A bachelots degree and a minimum of 2 years of post-de
junctionwith the foster parent. greeexperience in a social work-related field.

(b) In addition to the requirements under. §a), a licensing (b) Licensed or certified under ch. 457, Stats., and ch. MPSW
or supervising agency shall do all of the following for each chil8, 6, 11, 12, or 17.
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(3) RESPONSIBILITIES OF SUPERVISING AGENCY CASEWORKER (h) Provide general support to foster parents.
FORLEVELS3TO5. A caseworker employed tmr under contract (i) Review the foster parestfire safety evacuation plan under
to the supervising agency shall do all of the followregarding s. DCF 56.08 (8) and disaster plamders. DCF 56.08 (10m) with
achild with a level of need of 3 or higher in the agesicgire who  the foster parent tensure that the plans provide for adequate
is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification:  safetyand communication with the agency

(a) Coordinate assessments of the child. () Encourage peer support among foster parentsnémn

(b) Selecthe appropriate foster home for a child after careféibsterparents of available supports, especially among foster par
consideratiqrof how well a prospective foster family will do all entswho are caring for children with similar conditions.
of the following: (k) Notify the placing agency of any serious incident reported

1. Meet the child specific needs. by a foster parent under s. DCF 56.06.
2. Address concerns of the chadirth or adoptive parents. (L) Notify the clerk of the school district in which a foster
3. Accomplish the goals of the chédpermanency plan.  homeis located whei license to operate a foster home is issued

dinator. tion shall include all of the following:

(d) Provide foster parents with information about the child 1. The name of the foster parent.
underch. DCF 37. 2. The address and phone number of the foster parent.

(e) Educate a child’treatmenteam members on services and 3. The type of children expected to be placed in the foster
proceduredor a childs specific needs. home.

() Develop appropriate interventions and services for the 4. Thename, address, and phone number of a contact person
child with the childs treatment team. from the licensing agency

(g) Be available or have a designee who is available for the fos (2) In addition to sub. (1), a licensing agency shall do all of the
ter parents to consult on a 24-hour per day basis. following regarding foster homes with a Level 3 to 5 certification:

(h) Assist in the training of foster parents. (a) Identify foster homewith similar qualifications as existing

(i) Comply with agency contacequirementsvith the foster fosterhomes to be used as egemcy or alternative options.
parentand foster child in ss. DCF 56.18 and 56.19. (b) Developand facilitate peer support among foster parents,

() Supervise a child’case plan, permanengian, and treat €especially among foster parents who are caring for children with
mentplan. similar conditions.

(k) Keep written progress notes. (c) Participate in the determination of supplemepéaiments

(L) Coordinate provided or purchased services forctiil unders. DCF 56.23 (2) and exceptional payments under s. DCF
andthe childs family: 56.23(3) as follows: . .

(m) Arrange for the assistance of appropriate specialists. 1. Review the payment amount that a placing agency is pro

(n) Perform necessary court responsibilities as appropriat‘fosmg for a childs placement and discuss the childeeds with

e L : . he placing agenc
(o) Perform liaison activities with other agencies. P g agency . . ,
. - : . 2. Inform a prospective foster parent of the placing agency
(p) Coordinate educational and community services.

. X . proposedpayment amount.
(o) Advocate for the best interests and rights of the child. 3. Recommendny modifications to the payment amount that

() Omanize treatmerteam meetings under s. DCF 56.17 (2he placing agency has proposed.

©@). ) 4. Participate with the placing agenéyster parent, and treat

(4) SUBSTITUTE FORCASEWORKERRESPONSIBILITIES. NOtWith- - ment team members in the redetermination of the payment
standingsub. (3) (intro.), the supervisory agency may assign sRenountfollowing a reassessment under s. DCF 56.22 (5) (b).
cific duties in sub. (3) to another person who meets the same quali 5 - a¢ 4 foster parent request, assist a foster parent in resolv
ficationsas the supervisoggency caseworker or to a person wh a disagreement between the foster parent and the placing

is an intern or in a field placement for a higher education progr encyregarding a payment amount before the fogarent
andis supervised by a person meeting the same qualificationsr ests hearing under s. DCF 56.10.

a sqperwsory agency caseworker . History: EmR1050: emey. ct, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus201l
History: EmRO0937: emey. cr eff. 1-1-10; CR 10-021: cRegister September No. 668, ef. 9-1-11.
2010No. 657, €f 10-1-10; EmR1050: engerr. and recr ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148:

r. and recrRegister August 201No. 668, df 9-1-11. DCF 56.17 Child’s treatment team for Levels 3 to 5.

DCF 56.16 Licensing agency responsibilities. (1) A (1) MEMBERsHIR (a) A child with a level ofieed of 3 or higher
licensingagency shall do all of the following: whois placed in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification
(a) Recruit a pool of foster parents who are interesteghéh shallhave a treatment team that consists ofcthikdl, the childs

capableof working with the types of children who are commoniparentor legal guardian, the foster parent, and at least one repre
placedby that agency sentativeeach from the supervising and placing agencies. At least

(b) Assess and screen families who are interested in beco one member of the team shall have clinical training in a field
fosterparents MEtedto the primanneeds of the child. In addition, the treatment
p : ... teammay include other social workersaseworkers, clinical cen
_ (c) Develop foster homes to meet the needs of a specificadlyjtants physicians, nurses, psychologists, therapists, school per
identified child in need of placement. sonnel,home health agency stabr other significanindividuals
(d) Provide, arrange, and approve required pre—placement, jpithe childs life.
tial, and ongoing training for foster parents under s. DCF 56.14. (b) A parent or child may be excluded frohe treatment team
(e) Consult with supervising agency caseworkers and socisj the childs supervising agency caseworker only wihlesir
workersto match a child specific needs with available foster-parinclusionwould be inappropriate duie age, condition, or unwll
ents. ingnesdo cooperate. Any justification for exclusion shall be-doc
(f) Provide each licensed or prospective foster parent withumentedn the childs case record and anyosecluded shall be
copy of the agency foster parent handbook under s. DCF 56.1ihformed of the reason for the decision, as appropriate.
(g) Comply with agency responsibilities regarding respite care (2) ResponsiBILITIES The treatment team for a fosihild
unders. DCF 56.21 (2). shalldo all of the following:
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(a) Using specialists when necessamrange for additional 1. Observations from thsupervising agency caseworier
appropriateassessments based on the needs and strengths ofiitext contact with the child.
child, child’s family, and foster parent as identifigtthe assess 2. Discussionshat include the child, chils’parent, guardian
mentunder s. DCF 56.22. the child may have a serious emoatlitem, service providers, and collateral contacts.
tional disturbance, arrange for a bio-psycho-social assessmentz iher relevant data or information
thatincludes all of the following: : )

1. An assessment of the childiisability (m) Design and implement new treatment strategieeaded.

. . n) Consult with the foster parent or supervising agency case
2. Measurementf the behavioral and cognitive correlates O\;vo(rk)erabout events in the fosF;er home if Pequestgd gency

the disability. (o) Arrange for interaction between the child and the child’

3. An assessment of how psycho-social and environme : : ; ey
factorsinfluence how the child copes with the disability nﬁ%ﬁn"y as provided in the chils’permanency plan or treatment

4. A rev_it_ew Qf biologica_l factors thatfatt the disgbilit_y. (p) Resolve any disagreements between the foster parent and
5. Ident|flcat|0n Of pOSSIble treatments for the d|sab|l|ty the supervising agenc)Eﬂ’orts by thetreatmenteam to reso|ve

(b) Develop the chil& written treatment plan within 30 daysdisagreementsay not replace any internal grievance procedures
afterthe childs placement in a foster home. The treatment plastablishedy the supervising agency or the foster pasefatir

shalldo all of the following: hearingrights under s. 48.64 (4) (a), Stats.
1. Specify the treatment and services to be provided to the(q) Develop an aftercare plan for a child that ensures continuity
child and the childs family. in managing a child’ needs after the chiklplacement ends.

2. ldentify who is responsible for providing each treatment History: EmR1050: emeg cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus?01l
andservice. No. 668, ef. 9-1-11.

3. Establish measurable goals and objectives for the-place pcg 56.18 Agency contact with foster parent.

mentin all areas of the child’life, including all of the following: (1) CONTACTREQUIREMENTS. (a) Level of cae 1 or 2 A licensing

a. Supervision and safety agencysupervising agengyr placing agency shall have at least

b. Health, emotional, and behavioral stahility onecontact per month with foster parent who operates a foster

c. Daily living and community integration. homewith a Level 1 or Zertification if a child is placed in the fos

; terhome. The contact mdoe in person, by phone, or by an inter

d. Education. : .

e Communication skills activeelectronic format.

f ' Leqal status. includi ) lanning i (b) Level of cae 3to 5 1. A licensing agenggupervising

- Legal status, Including permanency planning ISSUes.  4q4ancy or placing agency shall have at least 2 in-person contacts

4. If a child is 15 years of age or oyvirclude a description permonth with a foster parent who operates a foster homeawith
of the programs and services that are or will be providedsst | evel 3 to 5 certificatiorif a child is placed in the foster home.
the child in preparing for the transition from out-of-home care &t |east one of these contacts shall be in the foster home.
independentiving as required under s. 48.38 (4) (h) or 938.38 (4) 2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., & child with a level of need

(h), Stats. ) . ) . below3is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 or 4 certification,
(c) Establish an appropriate level of nursing, other medicgle licensing agencyplacing agencyor supervising agency shall
care,and other types of care for the child based upon the shilgiayeat least one in-person contact per month with the foster par

needsand the abilities of the foster parent. _ enteach full calendar month that the child is in the foster home.
~ (d) Determine the need for and arrange appropriate and quali 3. |f a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification has not had
fied psychiatric and psychological services for the child. placementof a child for 3 or more months and the licensing

(e) Provide copies dhe treatment plan to all treatment teanagency,supervising agengyr placing agency has not seen the
membersjncludingthe child if the child is more than 12 years oldfoster parent in the foster home during thimbhe, the licensing
asallowed by law agency,supervising agencyr placing agency shall have an in—

(f) Implement and support the treatmplain, including ensur  personcontact with the foster parent in the foster home before a
ing that all available resources and treatments are known ahild is placedn the foster home or within 24 hours of the clsild’
exploredand developing new resources if appropriate. placemenin the foster home.

(g9) Meet to formally review the treatment plan, stiaferma (c) Multiple foster paents If there is more than one foster-par
tion, exchange ideas and opinions, and discuss issues at leason the license to operatee foster home, the agency may have
every3 months from the date of distribution of the treatment plagontactwith only one of the foster parents.

The supervising agency caseworker shall determine if more fre (2) MuLTiPLE AGENCIES. If the licensing agenggupervising
quenttreatment team meetings are necess#jher treatment agencyand the placing agency undarb. (1) are diérent agen
teammembers may request a meeting. cies,those agencies shall determine a contact plan.

(h) Share knowledge regarding itfgild and the treatment plan  (3) PurPosESOFCONTACT. The agency contact with the foster
with other treatment team members as allowed by law and encqi#rentshall focus on the safetgermanence, and well-being of

agesupport for the treatment plan. the child to evaluate the compatibility of the childth the foster
(i) Ensure that family counseling is providedthe childs parentand other household members and the ability of the foster
family and the foster family as needed. parentto meet the needs of the child in a safe manfiee contacts

() Ensure that 24-hour per ¢&day per week crisis inter shallinclude discussion of any additional support needed by the

ventionis provided for the foster child and the foster pagnt fosterparent to safely maintain any child in foster care living in
needed. the foster home.

. History: EmR1050: : cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus2011
(k) Monitor and evaluate the progress of the treatmenigpldn . I65608r’yef. gnjl_jl. eme. ct. € ciregisier Augu

the continued appropriateness anteefivenesf the provided
services and supports and placement of the child on an ongoin®CF 56.19 Agency contact with foster child.
basis. (1) CoNTACTREQUIREMENTS. (@) Level of cae 1 or 2. A licensing

(L) Make treatment plan revisions and adjustments as-necagencyplacing agencyor supervising agency shall have at least
sary Ensure revisions and adjustments to the treatment plan anein—person contact with a child each full calendar month that
in writing and are based on all of the following: thechild is placed in a foster home with a Level 1 or 2 certification.
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(b) Level of cae 3 or 4. 1. A licensing agencylacing agengy (d) Keepdocumentation of a respite care providequalifica
supervisoryagency shall have an in—person contact with a chitibonsin the foster parerg’file at the licensing agency
placedin a foster homevith a Level 3 or 4 certification at least () For respite care in foster homes with a Level 3 or 4 cettifica
everyother week. At least one contact per month shall be in tfign, the licensing agency shall do all of the following:

child’s foster home.. o ) 1. Develop, in consultation with foster parents, a pool of
2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., & child with a level of need respitecare providers that will be used when respite care is pro
below3is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 or 4 certificatioRjded. If the respite care is to be providieda foster home, the

thelicensing agengplacing agencyor supervising agency shall fosterparent may approve the use of a particular respite care pro
have at least one in—person contact with the child each full-calggyer.

darmonth that the child is in the foster home.

(c) Level of cae 5 1. A licensing agen¢ylacing agengy
supervisoryagency representative other than a program manager.
shall have an in—person contact with a child at least every otrlﬁé
weekthat the child is placed in a Level 5 foster home. providers

2. A program manager shall have an in—person comtiict :
achild who is placed in a Level 5 foster home at least every Wﬁﬁ%(\i)d gilsgrh?/ftﬁzof\gl?;xigEA(;E;%I:IEEICSMS'A respite care

thatthe child is placed in the foster home.
(a) Be at least 18 years of age and at least 5 years older than

a 31)0 MEET';’GEeﬁ;N)?E: erl1fc thuenégfgjgn%;dgﬁggﬂZC'QE anyfoster child being cared for by the respite proviéeceptf
gencyal pervisory agency u ' 981 therespite care provider is a relative of the child, be at least 3 years
cies,those agencies shall determine a contact plan. olderthan the child

(3) INn FosTERHOME. More than 5(ercent of the agency in— (b) H : . L . .
; : ave direct care experience or training in working with
personcontacts witta child between October 1 of one year anghildren with conditions similar to thosef the foster child for

ﬁgrﬁ)qtgmber 30 of the following year shall be in the chifdster whomhe or she will be caring.
(4) CoMBINE WITH FOSTERPARENTCONTACT. One agencgort (c) Be phy;lcally ablg Fo provide the care neeQed.
tactwith a childper month may be combined with an agency con (d) Be flexible and willing to work varied, atypical hours.

2. Provide training and support to respite care providers.
3. Consult with doster parent and the chigdsocial worker
upervising agenoyaseworker to develop a respite care sched
for a specific child and provide the schedule to the resaite

tactwith a foster parent under s. DCF 56.18. (e) Be able to reliably get to and from respite care assignments.
(5) PURPOSEOFCONTACT. An agency contact wita child shall (f) Have the ability to do all of the following:
do all of the following: 1. Accept responsibility
h_%\) Focus on the safetpermanence, and well-being of the 2 \ork independently
child.

Exercise good judgment.
Maintain confidentiality
Manage the varied medical, behavioral, and other care

(c) Provide an opportunity for the child to speak privately Witﬁeedsnf the foster childrefor whom the respite care provider will

; e caring.
the agency representative. . . .
History: EmR1050: emey. cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus2011 (9) Reside in a home that meets the physical, safetyenvi
No. 668, ef. 9-1-11. ronmentalneeds of the foster child for whom care is to be provided

if the respite care is to be provided in thspite care providar
DCF 56.20 Evaluation of Level 3to 5. Atleast annually residence.
afoster parent who operatefoster home with a Level 3to S certi  (h) Authorize the licensing or supervising agencgaaduct
fication and the licensing, placing, and supervising agencies shalriminal records check as described in s. DCF 56.05 (1) (f).
developwritten evaluations of the care and supervision provided (i) Agree to provide qualityreliable, and temporary care for

to a child and the overgflerformance of all individuals involved v, o' thiiiin foster care that is consistent with the chitdsatment,
in the childs care. Thevaluations shall be used to improve the <o o+ service plan.

quality of the childs care and the foster care program. Copies 0f . : L .
any evaluations shall be maintained at the licensing agency ang afl) ©Obtain from the foster parent appropriate information about

3.
(b) Beof suficient duration and substance to address the goals
of the childs case plan; permanency plan; or treatment plan, if
applicable. >

the foster home. the specific care procedures and interaction strategies relevant for
History: EmR1050: emex ct, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: cRegister Auguor.  the child’s care.
No. 668, ef. 9-1-11. (k) Agree to perform household and egearcy tasks directly

relatedto the general health and well-being of the foster child.

DCF 56.21 Respite care for foster parents. (L) Possesa valid drivets license and automobile insurance

(1) AppLicaBiLITY. This section applies to care provided in eithgg transporting a foster child
of the following circumstances: . )
: . . A . DC36.09 (19), (2 ,

(a) Services or emgencycare provided to a foster child dur g (m) Agree to abide by s. DC$8.09 (1g), (2) (d) and (e), and
ing a planned absence of the foster parent for more than 48 hO{J y

(b) Care for a foster child during the foster pareatisence ,,
thatis paid for by a licensing, supervising, or placing agency ;.

(2) LICENSING AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES. A licensing agency (4) ELIGIBILITY FORSUBSIDIZEDRESPITECARE. (&) Level 1 or
shall do all of the following: 2. Allicensing agency may establish policsl procedures to

(a) Develop policies angrocedures to govern the agerscy’ fund respite care for a fostparentwho operates a foster home
respitecare program. with a Level 1 or 2 certification.

(b) Inform a foster parent of the process to be used to fund(p) Level 3 or 4 1. A licensing agency shall fund and arrange
respitecare prior to the first placement of a child in a foktEme.  for 3 foster parent who operates a foster home with a Level 3 or
(c) Assist and intervene when issues arise between a foster garertification to have 8 t84 consecutive hours of respite care per

ent andthe respite care provider if the parties are not able meonthof care provided. Respite care shall be providecciona
resolvethose issues. bination of days to bedetermined by the foster parent and the

(n) May not be an employee of the licensing agency or a rela
e of an employee dhe licensing agency if the employee works
the area of the agency that issues foster care licenses.
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licensing agency The licensingagency may require that any (b) Gather information Before administering thstandard
respitecare include an overnight stay ized assessment tool, the person who will administer the tool shall
2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a licensing agency is néfst do all of the following:

requiredto fund and arrange respite care of a child witavel of 1. Review the child case record.

needbelow 3 who is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 or4 2 |nterview or collect information from an individual who

certification. _ hasinterviewed the child, child'family, foster parent or other

N istory: EmMR1050: eme: cr, ef. 1-1-1L CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus2OLL - ot—of-homecare providerthe child’s team or treatment team,
T ’ andthe licensing agency

DCF 56.22 Assessment of needs and strengths. 3. Review information gathered in collaboration with the

(1) RESPONSIBILITYFORASSESSMENT. (@) A placing agency shall child’s team or treatment team and the licensing agency
usea standardized assessment tool prescribed byegpertment ~ Note: See s. DCF 56.17 (1) on treatment team membership.

to assess the needs and strengths of a plaitiéd or to be placed  (€) Rating a child. The person administering the standardized
into a foster home and the needs of the chifdster parent. A assessmertbol shall rate the child on each item in the tool on a

placingagency may subcontract this responsibility 4-pointscale relative to what is developmentally appropffiate
Note: The assessment tool is available in the forms section of the depastmedtchild of a similar age, as follows:
websiteat hitp://dcf.wisconsin.gov 1. ‘Needs.’ Theollowing ratings shall apply to items repre

h_%’) lNOt\ﬁithStt%‘din? paga_),tthis ?e?iOT’]doestROi z_apFIy to a}sjentingneeds of a child or the chikifamily:
child placed or tdbe placed into a foster home that is license . . . .
solely for the purpose of adoption of a domestic infant underér aaé Ae\criztll?%gé 0 means there is no evidence of the existence
48.837,Stats., or a foreign child under s. 48.839 or 48.97, Stats. b pA i fl- i is a history or concen that a basic
L . . Arating ofl means there is a
(2) QuALIFIcaTION TO AssESs. An individual performing the Ftpecialneed may exist.

assessmerghall be trained and certified in the use of the depa ) . )
ment'sstandardized assessment tool. c. Arating of 2 means there is a presence of a moderate special

(3) TIMESOFASSESSMENT.(a) Assessment within 30 days aftelneed' . . . .
placement A placing agency shall assess each foster bieldre ~ d- Arating of a 3 means thereaipresence of an intensive spe
placementin a foster homer within 30 days after the chill’ cial need.
placement. A placing agency shall assess each foster parent 2. ‘Strengths.” The following ratings shall apply to items rep
within 30 days after the chils’placement in the foster home. resentingstrengths of a child or the chi&dfamily:

(b) Reassessment every 6 montts placing agency shall a. A rating of 0 indicates a centerpiece strength.
reaststfsxﬁ(?cht{]oster:_l((:]glilld etmd the chitdff)sterparent withint6 H b. A rating of 1 indicates a useful strength.
monthsafter the childs last assessment or reassessment. e . - : o
placingagency licensingagency or foster parent may request a c. A ratl_ng of 2 |_nd|_cates an identified strength. ) .
reassessmemnore frequently d. A rating of 3 indicates no strength has been identified.

(4) STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENTTOOL. (@) Basics of theool. (d) Rating a foster pant. The person administering the stan
The standardized assessment tool shall include a list of items tfiafdizedassessment tool shall rate a foster paserteds on each
may have a diredmpact on service planning for the child and thé€mn the tool on a 4-point scalerielation to a specific identified
child’s foster parent. The list of items included in stendardized child, as follows:
assessmertbol shall assist with evaluation of all of the following: 1. A rating of 0 means there is meason to believe a need

1. The childs functioning, including all of the following: ~ €Xists.
a. The impact of trauma on the child. 2. Arating of 1 means there is a history or concern that needs

b. Life functioning, including physical, mental, and dentai® P& monitored. ,
health;relationships with family members; and social skills. 3. Arating of 2 meanthere is a presence of a need that must
c. Functioning in a child care or school setting. beacted upon. _
d. Behavioral and emotional needs. 4. A rating of 3 means there is a presence of a need that
) . requiresimmediate or intensive action.
e. Risk behaviors.

f. Strengths (5) USEOFASSESSMENTINFORMATION. (&) The placing agency

] ) ] shalluse information from the assessment of the childcliiid’s
g. The efect of the culture of the child and the chaldamily  family, the childs foster parent, the supervising agersyd the

on service provision. licensingagency for all of the following:
2. The foster parers'functioning in relation to the identified 1. To communicate information about theeds and strengths
fosterchild, including all of the following: of the child and child family.
a. Supervision. 2. To assist with determining the chiédservice needs and
b. Problem solving. developingthe childs plan of care.
c. Involvement with care. 3. To determine a level of need of 1/2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 for the child.
d. Knowledge. 4. To inform decisions regarding a placement at a level of care
e. Empathy with the child. thatis appropriate to meet the chiddevel of need.
f. Ormganization. 5. 7To evaluate the match between the knowledge, skills, and
g. Social resources. abilitiesof a fo§terparent and the needs and strgngths of the child.
h. Physical health. 6. To assist in the development of services angports

neededor a specific child and foster parent to promote the stabil
ity of the placement.

7. To provide a mental healtreen to all children entering

i. Mental health.
j- Substance use.

k. Developmental. foster care.
L. Family stress. 8. To determine any supplemental payments under s. DCF
m. Cultural congruence. 56.23(2).
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9. To determine any supplemental payments for purposesEF 56.22 (4) (c) relative to what is developmentally appropriate
anadoption assistance agreement under s. 48.975, Stats., anébcta child of a similar age in the following areas:
DCF 50. a. Adjustment to trauma.

(b) A placing agency shall re-evaluate the appropriateness of b. Life functioning, including physical, mental, and dental
achild’s placement, services provided to the child, and suppleealth;relationships with family members; and social skills.
mentalpayments made to ttiester parent following a reassess Functioning in a child care or school setting.
ment of the child under sub. (3) (b). Behavioral and emotional needs.

(6) MATCHING AND PREPLACEMENTVISITS. (@) Matchingthe Risk behaviors.
child and foster family A placing agency may place a child in a Child's language
fosterhome only after careful consideration is made on Wwell/ Strengthsg ge.

the prospective foster family will do all of the following: ) ) )

1. Meet the child identified specific needs. . For points that have been assigned in the areas under subd.

. . 1., the placing agency shaltld the total points that represent all

2. Address any concerns of the birth or adoptive parents. ¢ 1o following:

3. Accomplish the goals of the chidpermanency plan. a. A child’s need that has a rating of 2 indicating there is a

(b) Pre—-placement interactions for placements in fosiemes presencef a moderate special need.
with a Level 3 to Eertification. Before placing a child inafoster A child’s need that has a rating of a 3 indicatingre is a
homewith a Level 3 to 5 certification, the placing agersyper  presencef an intensive special need.
vising agencyand,if different, the licensing agency shall arrange . - A chiid's strength that has a rating of 2 that indicates an
for pre—placement, face-to—face interactiamong the child, identified strength

foster parent, andif appropriate, the child’ family, unless the d. A child's strength that has a ratiog 3 that indicates no

glgcise.menw an emagency undes. 48.205, 48.63, or 938'205‘strengthhas been identified.

3. A placing agency shall make a supplemep@yment
underthis paragraph that is a dollar amount determined by the
departmentnultiplied by the total points determined under subd.

N Y N2

(7) PLACEMENT IN A FOSTERHOME. (@) A placing agengyn
accordancavith a licensing agencynay place a chilth a foster
homethat is certified to provide a given level of care if thdd’s
level of need is at or below the level of care that the foster horhe . .
is certified to provide. (b) Level of cae higher than level of need placingagency

b) Notwithstandi laci | shall make a supplemental payment under this paragraph that is

(b) Notwithstanding par(a), a placing agenayay place a_5p amoynt determined by the department if a foster hofeeel

child with a level of need that is higher than the level of care t

) . I - care certification is higher than the level of need of a child
afoster home is certified to provide if the placing agency grantg, .o i the foster home and the foster home has a Levet3 or
anexception and documents in the clsldlectronic case record

what services and supports will be provided to meet the shilocert'f'cat'on' _
needsas identified in the assessment tool. (3) EXCEPTIONAL PAYMENT. (a) A placing agency may make

(c) A child whose level of need is lower than 5 may not anexceptional payment tofaster parent to accomplish any of the

: . - llowing:
placedin a Level 5 foster home, except for continuation of an . .
existingplacement during planning féne childs transition to a . téé d%?gg.lﬁ th?a(éggdotrorg;;ﬁﬁedinog ﬁ?%'?égtﬁcmsgizn?nme
lessrestrictive setting following a reassessment under sub. (3) ('5‘)'s 9p 'ng ; ng.
Note: See Appendix A for the placement complexity chart that shows placement 2. Enable the placement of siblings or minor parent and minor

optionshased on a child'level of need and a providefevel of care. childrentogether
N Loty  EmR10S0: emer ct, ef. 1-111; CR 10-148: cRegister AuguszolL 3. Assist with transportatiocosts to the school the child was

attendingprior to placement in out—of-home care.

DCF 56.23 Supplemental payments, exceptional 4. Replace a child’ basic wardrobe that has been lost or
payments, initial clothing allowance, and retainer fee. ~destroyedn a manner other than normal wear and tear
(1) CoveraGE. (a) A placing agency shall determine the amount 5. For a child placed in a foster horhefore February 21,
of any payment made directly to a foster parent for thearade 2011,and who remains placed that foster home, equalize the
maintenancef a foster child under one or more of the followingtotal payment amount lost by the chidfosterparent due to
1. Basic maintenance payments established undé8.62 implementatiorof the method ofletermining supplemental pay
4) Stats ’ mentsin sub. (2).
' : (b) A placing agency may determine the frequency and
2. Supplemental payments under sub. (2). amountof an exceptional payment necessary to meet one or more
3. Exceptional payments under sub. (3). purposesn par (a), providecho total monthly payment to the fos
4. Initial clothing allowance under sub. (4). ter parent exceeds the maximum amoudetermined by the
(b) The total monthly payment amount to a foster parader departmentinder sub. (1) (b).
par.(a) 1., 2., an@®. is subject to a maximum determined by the (4) INITIAL CLOTHING ALLOWANCE. (@) A placing agency may
department. pay an initial clothing allowance to faster parent when a child

(c) A placing agency may not make a supplemental or excdpinitially placed in foster care.
tional payment or pay an initial clothing allowance for a child (b) The amount of the initial clothing allowance shall be the
placedin a Level 1 foster home. actualcost of the clothing not to exceed a maximum determined
~ Note: See s. DCF 56.16 (2) (c) on licensing agency participation idesemina by the department.
tion. . (c) If achild is placed in foster care 120 days or more after a
(2) SUPPLEMENTALPAYMENTS. A placing agency shall make apreviousout-of-home care placement was terminated, the place

supplementalpayment to a foster parent for a ctsldpecial mentshall be considerean initial placement for the purpose of
needs. The placing agency shall determine the amount of a syfyr. (a).

plemental payment based on the total under the following: Note: See the departmestuniform foster care rate—setting policy and forms

(a) Identified needs and Emgths.l. On a form prescribed by ;elatedto rates on thdepartmens webﬁite htlyp://dcfl.wisconsin.goy ifn the sectifon OI? .
hed rtment. the placing agency shall use information obtai gstercare program and services. The policy includes current information for all o
thedepal ) p g agency N&&ollowing:

usingthe standardized assessment tool to rate the child ander 1. Total monthly maximum payment to a foster parent.
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2. Dollar amount that is multiplied by the total points of a childentified needs  retainerfee to a foster parent to maintain openings fioster home
andstrengths to determine the portion of a supplemental payment under sub
@ 9 P PP pay! % emegency placements under ss. 48.205 and 938.205, Stats.

3. Dollar amount othe portion of a supplemental payment under sub. (2) (b) Fhis fee may not be considergdrt of the foster care payment for
afoster homes level of care is higher than a chddével of need. a specific child.

4. Maximum initial clothing allowance. . History: EmR1050: emey. cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus201L
(5) ReTAINER FEE. A placing agency magrovide a monthly No. 668, ef. 9-1-11.
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Appendix A

Placement Complexity Chart Options

PlacementOptions
Child’s Level of Provider's Level Foster Home Group Home Residential Care
Need of Care Center
1/2 1 Child-Specific
2 Basic
3 3 Moderate Teatment Group Home
4 4 Specialized Teatment
5 5 Exceptional Teatment Residential Care Cente
6 6

Step—down level to be used for transition planning to a less restrictive placement setting.

Placement of children at this level is not appropriate.

Note: A child in foster care can be served by a foster home with a certification lower tranild'elevel of need if an exception has been granted and documented in
the childs electronic case record by the placing agency and the agency shows what services and supports will be provided to meeetuschild’
History: EmR1050: emey. cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: crRegister August 2d1No. 668, df 9-1-11.

RegisterJune 2016 No. 726


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code

